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Walesa visits Israel 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Polish President Lech Walesa wcni before Israel's 
parliament on Monday to ask forgiveness for his nation, where three 
million people died during the World War II Nazi holocaust. Mr. Walesa 
wS LS**o** ****** asamst communism and as a leader of a new 

Poland. Bui everywhere on his visit, including in the parliament where 
aging holocaust survivors sat before him as legislators, the Polish leader 
met the past. Mr. Walesa, bom in 1943 as Nazi honors unfolded, is the 
first Polish bead of state to visit Israel. His four-day visit was seen as a 
quest tor peace between the two peoples. “Here in Israel, in the cradle of 
your culture and revival, I am asking your forgiveness," Mr. WaJe&a told 
the Knesset, or parliament. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir told 
reporters after meeting Mr. Walesa that he accepted the Polish leader's 
rtea for forgiveness. “I think there was nothing more natural than this 
(request). I accept it very favourably. After all today wc are establishing 
normal ties be twees the two peoples and two countries. It’s good that 
people are aware of what happened in the past," he said. Mr. Shamir said 
be had accepted Mr. Walesa’s invitation to visit Poland. 
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Morocco creates new province 


ASSA, Western Sahara (AP) — King Hassan II of Morocco, on a tour of 
the Western Sahara, has announced the creation of a new province, one 
day after saying it will honour the results of a U.N. referendum on the 
future of the disputed territory. The king on Sunday announced the 
creation of the province of Assa-Zag. telling people of the region that the 
government would get to work on infrastructure "right away." On 
Saturday, King Hassan affirmed that results of a U.N. referendum on the 
future of the Western Sahara would be irreversible. The United Nations 
Friday adopted a SIS) million budget for its mission for the organisation 
of a referendum in the Western Sahara, known as MINURSO. The 
population will vote on whether the vast desert region remains under 
Moroccan dominion or gains independence. The referendum is scheduled 
to be held 36 weeks after the adoption of the budget, in early 1992. King 
Hassan was in town of Sinara, heartland of the region, when the U.N. 
budget was adopted. Morocco annexed the territory, the former Spanish 
Sahara, in 1975 and has since then waged a costly war on Algerian-based 
Polisario Front guerrillas seeking independence for the region. 
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White House — 
Sanctions should 
stay on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House said Monday eco- 
nomic sanctions should remain on 
Iraq until Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein is gone from power. “All 
possible sanctions will be main- 
tained until he is gone," said 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater. He said that because 
of Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait, “Saddam 
is discredited and cannot be re- 
deemed.” He said discussion was 
continuing on whether the United 
Nations would allow a partial 
lifting of the sanctions to allow 
Iraq to export ofl to begin paying 
reparations to Kuwait. 


U.N. to give $1 7m 
in food to Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — The United 
Nations will send food worth S17 
million to Iraq, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported Monday.. 
INA said Iraqi Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Mohammad 
Said A l Sahhaf signed a “memor- 
andum of understanding" with 
the representative in Baghdad of 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Saleh 


Bourgnim, for providing Iraq 
I. It did 


with 35,000 tonnes of food 
not say how and when the ship- 
ment will be delivered. INA' 
quoted Mr. S ahhaf as saying the 
shipment would Ire “devoted to 
the aged, women and children.” 


Kuwait recalls 
Sudanese pilots 


KHARTOUM (R) — Kuwait 
Airways wants its Sudanese pilots 
and engineers to .retain to wort, 
a Kuwaiti diplomat told the offi- 
f. ciat Sudan News Agency. 
Thousands of Sudanese worked 
in Kuwait before Iraq’s invasion 
last August, when many fled. For 
most of them their chances of 
retu rn in g to their former jobs are 
in doubt because Kuwait wants to 
reduce dependence on foreign 
waiters, especially from coun- 
tries which supported Iraq. 
SUNA quoted the Kuwaiti 
charge d'affaires in Khartoum, 
Mohammad Al Naszr, on Mon- 
day as saying the airline was 
calling on all Sudanese pilots and 
engineers to return immediately 
and resume work. 


Saudis say oil 
still leaking from 
Kuwaiti, Iraqi ports 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
said Monday that oil was still 
spilling into the Gulf from dam- 
aged Iraqi and Kuwaiti export 
terminals nearly three months af- 
ter die end of the Gulf war. The 
Dhabran-based Meteorological 
and Envir onm ental Protection 
* Agency (MEPA) said an aerial 
survey on Sunday showed crude 
oil leaking from Kuwait's Al 
Ahma di port, sunken oil tankers 
near Iraq’s Al Bakr port and 
from the Bakr export terminal 
itself. “The survey team has 
noticed that the spilling is still 
continuing from all these sources. 
D iminishing visibility has pre- 
vented investigation into whether 
there are other sources,” the ! 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted MEPA as saying in a 
report. The state-run Saudi 
Aramco says it has mopped up 
nearly one-sixth of the six million 
barrels estimated to have poured 
into the Gulf daring the war that 
ended in February. 


Briton in space links 
with Mir 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soynz 
s paces hip carrying the first Brit- 
ish cosmonaut linked up with fee 
Soviet Mir orbital station on 
Monday, TASS news agency 
said. Soynz TM-12, manned by 
cosmonauts Anatoly Artsefaaxsky 
and Sergei Krikalyov and 27- 
year-old British chemist Helen 
Sbarman, docked at 1431 GMT 

with the station that has been the 

mainstay of the Soviet space 
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lire spaceship had blasted on 
from the Baikonur space cen tre 
in Soviet Central Asia Saturday. 
Mb. Sbarman is expected to re- 
turn to Earth on May 26 with the 
current crew of Mir, Musa Man- 
arov and Viktor Afanasyev, who 
tune been in space for mare than 
five months. Artsebarsky and 
Krikalyov will then stay in space 
for their own mission- 


U.N. sets up fund 
to channel Iraqi 


revenues to pay 
for war damages 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies). 
— The U.N. Security Counci] 
Monday voted overwhelmingly to 
create a compensation fond for 
victims of Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait. 

The council voted 14-0, with 
Cuba abstaining, to create the 
fond, which wtil have its gov- 
erning council in Geneva. 

Fund officials will decide what 
portion of Iraq’s oil profits will be 
set aside to pay war damages and 
how often payments will be made 
into the fond. 

The U.S.-initiated resolution 
also threatens to retain sanctions 
indefinitely if Iraq does not abide 
by the decisions of the council or 
its subsidiaries on compensation 
payments, which are estimated at 
bfflhms of dollars for Kuwait 
alone. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar will set the 
ceiling on the percentage of Iraqi 
oil revenues that may be used to 
pay claims from individuals, cor- 
porations and governments. 

U.S. officials have argued that 
up to 50 per cent of Iraq's oD 
revenues should go into the com- 
pensation fund, while developing 
countries have called for as little 
as five per cent. 

Britain has recommended ab- 
out a quarter of Iraq's ofl re- 
venues be used to pay claims, 
basing the figure on the percen- 
tage of Iraq's revenues allegedly 
previously spent on arms. 

Iraq has asked for a five-year 
moratorium cm such payments. 
Saying its foreign debts and re- 


construction costs were exorbi- 
tant. 

To dose any possible loopholes 
the new resolution demands com- 
pensation payments for any oil 
Iraq has sold since April 3, in- 
cluding oil contracted for earlier 
“but not delivered or not paid 
for” because of trade sanctions 
imposed by the United Nations 
last Aug. 6. 

However, Iraq’s assets abroad 
and its considerable foreign debt 
accumulated before the war will 
not be part of the compensation 
fund. 

Once the fund is set up, Iraqi 
monies in the United States, 
Switzerland, Britain, Japan and 
other countries will be unfrozen. 
But various nations will probably 
institute claims against them for 
debts. 

The resolution, which gives 
legal force to a two-week-old 
report by Secretary-General Perez 
de Cuellar, established Geneva 
as the venue for a policy-making 
governing council. 

This group is to comprise en- 
voys from all 15 states on the 
Security Council. Their decisions 
are to be taken by a majority 
vote, with no state having veto 
power. 

But it specifically notes that 
other sections of the fund involv- 
ing damage claims may be in 
other cities. British and Kuwaiti 
officials are lobbying to have the 
war damage fund m- London. 
Geneva and the Hague, in the 


(Continued on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday meets Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Joao de Dens Pinheiro (Petra photo) 


Portugal supports 
U.S. -led peace efforts! 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Portuguese 
Foreign Minister Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro Monday paid a one-day 
visit to Jordan for talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Foreign Minister Taber Al 
'Masri on Middle East questions 
and bilateral relations. 

The talks with the King co- 
vered regional and international 
issues as well as issues of common 
interest to Portugal and Jordan, 
die Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Mr. Deus Pinheiro discussed 
with Prince Hassan regional 
cooperation, and future relations 
between the European Commun- 
ity and the Arab World. 

The Prince reviewed initiatives 
for peace and various proposals 
to achieve security and stability in 
the region based on U.N. Secur- 


for security and cooperation with- 
in the Mediterranean basin was 
also discussed at the meeting, 
which was attended by Foreign 
Minister Masri. 

Earlier, Mr. Masri held a meet- 
ing with the Portuguese minister 
on peace efforts, the Arab- Israeli 
conflict and Jordan's role in the 


ity Council resolutions. \ 
irttigu 


The Prince and the Portuguese 
minister reviewed Israeli prac- 
tices in the occupied territories, 
including its continued building 
of Jewish settlements on Arab 
land, Petra said. 

Prospect for European help to 
apply a Helsinld-Style formula 


peace process. 

The two sides stressed the need 
for Israel to halt its settlement 
programmes so as not to endan- 
ger the peace process, Petra said. 

Mr. Deus Pinheiro, who ar- 
rived here in the course of a tour 
of the region, said that he made 
the visit in order to have a dose 
hand look into the situation in 
advance of Portugal’s assumption 
of the chairmanship of the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) presiden- 
cy in July. 

He said that he intended to 
discuss the consequences, of the 
Gulf war, Europe’s relations with 
the Arab World and other issues 
of common concern. 

The Portuguese minister 
voiced his country's total support 
for American efforts for peace in 


(Continued on page 5) 


Barzani ‘very satisfied’ with 


progress in Baghdad talks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Kur- 
dish rebel leader Massoud Barza- 
ni was quoted on Monday by an 
Iraqi magazine as saying be was 
“very satisfied” with progress 
made in talks with the govern- 
ment on greater autonomy for the 
Kurds. 

“I and other members of my 
delegation are very satisfied,” 
sard Mr. Barzani, foe Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP) leader 
who is beading eight rebel groups 
in the Baghdad negotiations. 

“I am confident that w e are on 
the brink of a new phase of 
Arab-Kondisb brotherhood based 
on mutual confidence and aimed 
at achieving a united Iraq,” Alef 
Baa magazine quoted him as 
saying in an advance copy of its 
Wednesday edition. 

Mr. Barzani called on his Kur- 
dish compatriots, many of whom 
fled to mountains on Iraq's bor- 
ders with Iran and Turkey after 
their foiled rebellion last March, 
to return to their homes in north- 
ern Iraq “as soon as possible,” it 
said. 


“We have discussed with our 
brothers, the officials in Bagh- 
dad, all prerequisites for security 
and stability and we are confident 
none of them (refugees) will stay 
abroad,” be said. 

Mr. Barzani said on Saturday 
that an agreement in principle 
was reached with the government 
cm a 20-point plan to introduce 
d em ocr a cy in Iraq but differences 
over regional autonomy was 
holding op the signing of a peace 
deal. 

He said a final agreement was 
being delayed by Iraq’s continued 
rejection of a key demand by the 
Kurds to include the oil city of 
Kirkuk in an autonomous Kur- 
dish region. 

U.S. troops arrived in the 
northern Iraqi provincial capital 
of Dohuk Monday to assess how 
to restore city services. 

The troops, part of an 80- 
member team, of civilians and 
specialist soldiers sent in to ex- 
amine sanitation, water and elec- 
tricity needs for thousands of 
Kurdish refugees who the West- 


ern allies are trying to coax home, 
briefly set up camp on a hilltop 
near the town centre. 

“The withdrawal of special 
police from Dohuk, elimination 
of foe Iraqi checkpoint outside 
the city and presence of survey 
teams there indicates a climate 
sufficient for the Kurds to start 
looking to return to their 
homes,*’ an allied statement said , 
dting officials involved in the 
Western relief effort. 

Iraq gave permission fen the 
visit to Dohuk, just outside the 
allied security zone in northern 
Iraq, after a lengthy series of 
talks between U.S. and Iraqi 
generals. 

Apart from the fleeting U.S 
presence, another token of inter- 
national interest was evident on 
the streets of Dohuk. 

Wearing blue baseball caps, 10 
beefy U.N. security guards armed 
with pistols prowled through 
town in an air-conditioned fleet 
of white U.N. vehicles. 


(Coatimsed on page 5) 


Lahd says 
treaty with 
Syria may 
block Israeli 


withdrawal 


BEIRUT (AP) — Israel's main 
Lebanese ally said Monday that 
ratification of a treaty giving 
Syria special relations with Leba- 
non would block Israel's with- 
drawal from the south. 

Antoine Lahd’s statement 
came as consultations were under 
way between Beirnt and Damas- 
cus on a date for presidents Hafez 
Al Assad of Syria and Elias Hra- 
wi of Lebanon to sign the treaty. 
. The treaty is part of an Arab 
League-sponsored plan to help 
the Lebanese gov e rnment take 
back control of its territory from 
warring mifitias and to remove 
Syrian, Israeli and Iranian troops 
from the country. 


(C ontinued on page 5) 


UNICEF estimates hundreds 


of cholera cases in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — A Senior 
United Nations official said Mon- 
day he was worried about 
Cholera in Iraq and estimated 
that die number of cases could be 
up to tea tunes more than the 94 
reported by Iraqi authorities. 

“Certainly we are pre-occupied 
now, very worried ” said Gianni 
Muizi, the representative in Iraq 
for the U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 

Mr. Muni and the director of 
Baghdad's Qadisiyab General 
Hospital, where all 12 cases in the 
capital have been confirmed in 
laboratory tests, said foe situation 
was under control and nobody 
bad died. 

But Mr. Murzi said the figure 
of 94 cholera cases in 14 of Iraq’s 
18 provinces “could be from half 
of the true cases to only IQ per 
cent” because poor communica- 
tions made collecting information 
diffi cult. 

Mr. Mura said the scattered 
inc idents of cholera (fid not point 
for the time being to an epidemic 


although UNICEF had asked for 
60 more tonnes of drugs and 
medical supplies to be flown to 
Iraq to boost precautionary 
stocks. 

Iraq has blamed cholera on 
U.S.-led allied bombing of its 
water and sewage systems during 
the Gulf war. 

It says conditions worsened 
with the flight of more than 1.5 
million refugees to Turkey and 
Iran after government troops 
crushed post-war Shiite Muslim 
and Kurdish rebellions. 

Mr. Mura said many cases of 
typhoid had been diagnosed in 
border areas with Turkey and 
Iran. But he could not confirm 
that cholera had come in from 
those countries and said the dis- 
ease was endemic in Iraq. 

Ahmad Hardan, director of 
Iraq's centre for communicable 
diseases, said the last cholera 
outbreak was in 1978 when about 
1,000 people were hit by a strain 


(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq lodges 
anti-Iran 


complaint 
with U.N. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has filed 
a complaint with the United Na- 
tions saying that Iranian guerril- 
las infiltrated and killed more 
than 100 people. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said late Sunday the bodies of 52 
Iraqis were found near Kut Al 
Sawadi in southern Iraq on May 1 
and an additional 48 bodies in foe 
same area on May 2. The city is 
about 150 kilometres southeast of 
Baghdad. 

“The Iranian infiltrators car- 
ried out a mass execution of foe 
two groups after tying the mar- 
tyrs’ hands behind their backs, 
blindfolding them, and pushing 
them down to the ground in foe 
area of Kut Al Sawadi,” the 
agency quoted Iraq's complaint 
as saying. 

INA quoted foe complaint as 
saying most of the victims had 
been shot in the head and that 
some corpses had been mutilated. 
It said I.D. papers had been 
removed to make identification 
difficult. 


Southern parts of Iraq have 
been tom by a Shiite Muslim 
rebellion, and Iraq has repeatedly 
accused Iran of assisting the re- 
bellion. 

INA did not say why there was 
a delay in uncovering the 
slayings. 

The report said the bodies of 
other Iraqis slain by “infiltrators” 
were found on May 14 in foe 
southern sector, but gave no 
other details. 

INA said the Iraqi complaint to 
the United Nations accused Iran 
of “bestial crimes against foe 
Iraqi forces” and said they consti- 
tuted a violation of the Iraq- Iran 
ceasefire agreement that ended 
foe 1980-88 war. 

More than 34,000 Iraqi Kur- 
dish refugees have returned to 
Iraq from Iran since Sunday and a 
shortage of vehicles slowed down 
the return of thousands more, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA re- 
ported on Monday. 

Quoting an official in Bakb- 
taran province, the agency said 
34,382 Iraqis crossed back into 


King 

meets 


Kaddoumi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday discussed 
with Farouk Kaddoumi, head of 
the political department of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), U.S. -Soviet efforts 
to arrange Arab- Israeli peace 
talks. 



Mr. Kaddoumi conveyed to 
King Hussein greetings of Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat, foe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. King Hussein and Mr. Kad- 
doumi discussed foe ongoing 
peace efforts to resolve tbe 
Israeli-Arab conflict and the 
Palestinian problem and re- 
viewed the latest developments 
on the Arab arena, foe agency 
said. Tbe audience was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, the King’s political 
advisor, the King’s military 
secretary and the Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Foriegn Minister Taber Al 


His Majesty King Hussein Monday meets with PLO Political 
Department head Farouk Kaddoumi (Petra photo) 


Masri indicated Monday that Jor- 
dan and the PLO had no problem 
over the concept of a joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian team to 


attend peace talks. 

"There is no formal agreement 
yet, we have not established tbe 
delegation,” he told reporters at 
the airport after seeing off Por- 
tugal’s foreign minister. 


“Tbe idea is floating and the 
principle in principle is 
accepted.” 


Mr. Arafat is due to visit Jor- 
dan soon to coordinate moves. 


King meets British MPs 
King Hussein received Monday 
at the Royal Court members of 
foe foreign affairs committee of 
tbe British House of Commons. 
King Hussein briefed the commit- 
tee members on efforts being 
made to resolve the Middle East 
problem and stressed the need to 
continue these efforts to reach a 
settlement of the problem based 
on international legitimacy. The 
meeting was attended by Sharif 
Zeid and the Kang's military 
secretary as well as foe British 
ambassador in Amman. 


Palestinians mark Tel Aviv 


(Continued on page 5) 


massacre with protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians went 
on strike and staged marches 
Monday in memory of seven 
Gaza Strip labourers killed a year 
ago when an Israeli gunman 
opened fire at a group of Palesti- 
nian workers in a Tel Aviv sub- 
urb. 

Tbe shooting in Rishon Lezion, 
in which 11 Palestinians also were 
wounded, sparked a series ot 
protests in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in w Inch 
seven other Palestinians were 
killed and hundreds injured. 

As the strike was underway, 
police found tbe body of a grocer 
with stab wounds in his shop near 
Tel Aviv on Sunday morning. 
They were investigating whether 
foe motive for the slaying was 
robbery or Palestinian national- 
ism. 

Israel Radio identified foe vic- 
tim as Reuven David, 60, saying 
be was stabbed fatally in the neck 
and that his shop was in the town 
of Petach Tikvah. 

In occupied Jerusalem, a 
spokesman for the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
alleged an Israeli bonier police- 
man buried two tear-gas canisters 
into a truck delivering flour to foe 
West Bank village of Turmos 
Ayya. 

Spokesman Sandro Tucd said 


soldiers ordered tbe Palestinian 
driver to leave the area after a 
dash in the village. When the 
driver showed a permit for foe 
delivery, one of the troops re- 
sponded by throwing the gas gre- 
nades at foe truck without warn- 
ing, Mr. Tticd said. 

“There is no justification for 
such behaviour,” he added. 

Stores were closed and workers 
stayed home in the occupied ter- 
ritories and Arab Jerusalem 
Monday in a strike called by the 
leadership of the 41-month 
Palestinian uprising. 

The Muslim fundamentalist 
movement Hamas urged a day of 
escalation in memory of the 
“martyrs of tbe Rishon Lezion 
massacre.” 

In the villages of Abasan and 
Bani Suheila, home to most of 
the seven victims, black flags flew 
from rooftops and verses of the 
Koran were read over mosque 
loudspeakers. 

Reports said that hundreds of 
students marched in foe two vil- 
lages, carrying black flags, 
wreaths and portraits of the seven 
workers. No dashes with soldiers 
were reported. 

The incident on May 20, 1990, 
occurred when dozens of Gaza 
Strip workers were waiting at a 
so-called “slave" market, where 
Israeli employers hire Palesti- 


(Coufinued on page 5) 


Mubarak urges direct talks 
after peace conference 


Israel: No secret accord on Palestinians 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak has 


said Syria, Jordan and Palesti- 
nians have no alternative but to 
hold direct talks with Israel after 
an international conference. 

“We will start with the interna- 
tional conference. That is the 
scenario I can envisage,” Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted in Mon- 
day’s Egyptian newspapers as 
saying. 

The' Jewish state opposed Arab 
calls for a U.N.-sponsored inter- 
national conference for fear it 
would force it to withdraw from 
the occupied lands. 

Israel wants a one-day gather- 
ing without decision-making pow- 
ers which would immediately 
break up into direct bilateral 
negotiations with individual Arab 
states. 

“Tbe international conference 
will not be able to impose any 
decisions on the parties,” Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as saying 
Monday. “But after tbe interna- 
tional conference, we must reach 
tbe stage where Syria can negoti- 
ate with Israel for the Golan 
(Heights) and Jordanians and 
Palestinians can negotiate with 
Israel." 

“There will be direct negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Mubarak said. “They 
will not negotiate through the 


radio or mediators. They must sit 
together like we did. There is not 
other way, but it must be done on 
a strong basis.” 


Three Israeli newspapers said 
meanwhile that Israel had told 
tbe United States it was ready to 
begin peace talks immediately 
with a seven-member Palestinian 
delegation. 

“It's all speculation. It’s an old 
thing. I don’t know where that 
comes from. We are not talking 
about this.” a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
told Renters. 

The daily Haaretz said Israel 
made its position clear, to U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
last week during bis fourth mis- 
sion to the Middle East since the 
Gulf war to promote peace talks. 
It said the seven Palestinians on 
the list had i Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) approval. 


The paper said the list dated 
back to an agreement between 
Mr. Baker and former Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that the 
seven would include two Palesti- 
nians expelled by the Israeli 
occupation authorities who would 
be allowed to return. 

Similar reports appeared on in 
tbe Davar and Maariv newspap- 
ers. 


In March last year, Mr. Shamir 
let his left-right unify coalition 
falLrafoer than accept a similar 
U.S. proposal for direct talks 
with Palestinians. 

Mr. Shamir blocked the talks 
on grounds the Palestinians 
would represent the PLO. He 
then formed Israel's most hard- 
line government. 

A U.S, official said after, Mr. 
Baker's visit last week that Israel 
and Washington had agreed on 
how Palestinians would be repre- 
sented at a proposed peace con- 
ference. 

He said the most likely 
mechanism would be to include 
Palestinians in a joint delegation 
with Jordan. But he declined to 
give details, saying the issue was 
too sensitive. 

Israel has refused to talk to the 
PLO. 

Tbe prime minister’s office la- 
ter called the Haaretz report a lie. 

"The story that appeared the 
morning in Haaretz suggesting 
the question of the composition 
of the Palestinian delegation, or a 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, 
was considered in tbe talks with 
Baker, is a lie from A to Z. 

“It is dear that Israel did not 
agree to the composition of a 
delegation as presented by 
Haaretz...,” the spokesman said. 


mans for day labour jobs, usually 
in construction. 

A former Israeli soldier named 
Anri Popper arrived with an auto- 
matic rifle, ordered the workers 
to sit in rows, then opened fire. 
Popper has been convicted of 
murder and sentenced to seven 
life terms in prison. 

Survivors later said they fol- 
lowed Popper’s orders because be 
had a gun and was wearing army 
pants. He had been discharged 
from the army as being mentally 
unbalanced, but a psychiatric 
panel found he was capable of 
standing trial. 

Tbe massacre was recalled in 
graffiti throughout the Gaza 
Strip. One slogan signed by tbe 
unified national command called 
on “the masses of foe Gaza Ship 
to escalate their straggle.” A 
Hamas slogan said “Let’s burn 
tbe land under the feet of the 
Zionists.” 

In the West Bank, the General 
Federation of Trade Unions 
issued a statement urging workers 
to stand for a moment of silence 
in memory of the seven victims. It 
also said that tbe killings was “not 
done by a mentally disturbed 
soldier” but were well planned. 

Four Palestinians staged a sit-inf 
at tbe Red Cross offices in Leba- 
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Mubarak reshuffles cabinet Right and left gain 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak appointed Amr 
Moussa, 54, Egypt’s permanent 
U.N. representative, as foreign 
minister replacing Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, Egypt's state-run 
television said Monday. 

Boutros Ghali, 68, minister of 
state for foreign affairs, was 
promoted to deputy prime minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, immigra- 
tion and international co-opera- 
tion. 

The shakeup was intended pri- 
marily to fill two vacancies in tbe 
four-year-old cabinet of Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki. But it also 
included the surprise replacement 
of the defence minister. No 
reason was given. 

The decree said Lt. Gen. 
Mohammad Hussein Tantawi, 
director of military operations, 
replaced Gen. Youssef Sabry 
Abu Taleb as defence minister. 

Boutros Ghali, who was the 
Foreign Minstry's second man as 
minister of state, was promoted 
to deputy premier responsible for 
foreign relations and was given 
the additional portfolio handing 
Egyptian expatriate affairs. 

Mr. Ghali, the Islamic coun- 
try’s highest-ranking Coptic 
Christian, bad been minister of 
state for foreign affairs since 
1977, when Mr. Mubarak’s pre- 
decessor Anwar Sadat launched a 
Middle East peace initiative. Mr. 
Ghali was among the architects of 
the 1979 Egyptian- Israeli peace 
treaty. 

The education portfolio, 
vacant since its bolder Ahmad 
Fat'bi Sorour became parliament 
speaker Iasi year, was assigned to 
Hussein Kamel Bahaeddin. 

Mahmoud Sberif, Cairo's gov- 
ernor, was appointed minister of 
local government, a new portfolio 


in Mr. Sedki's 31-member 
cabinet. 

Mr. Moussa has been consi- 
dered for some time a rising star 
in Egypt’s diplomatic hierarchy. 
He was a member of the National 
Committee for Taba, a border 
enclave that Egypt recovered 
from Israel in 1989 after a seven- 
year diplomatic and legal battle. 


Mr. Mubarak gave evidence of 
his high regard for Mr. Moussa 
last August by summoning him 
home from the United Nations 
for an Arab summit to deal with 
Iraq’s invasion and approved dis- 
patch of Arab troops to Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf countries. 

Mr. Ghali has been extremely 
close to Mr. Mubarak on foreign 
relations, particularly regarding 
European and African affairs, 
since the president took office in 
1981 after Muslim extremists 
assassinated Sadat. 

Government sources admit 
that Mr. Ghali’s religion probably 
accounts for his failure to become 
foreign minister. Like the de- 
fence portfolio, the foreign minis- 
try and most other ministries tra- 
ditionally have been held by Mus- 
lims. 


Mr. Mubarak appeared to try 
and make it up to Mr. Ghali, 
however, by raising his cabinet 
rank and giving him the expatri- 
ates portfolio in addition. This 
meant dropping from the cabinet 
Fouad Eskandar, minister of ex- 
patriate affairs and one of three 
Copts in the previous cabinet. 

Gen. Tantawi, the new defence 
cbief, played a key role in plan- 
ning the operations of Egyptian 
forces sent to Saudi Arabia with 
the U.S.-led military coalition. 

When U.S. Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, who commanded 


coalition forces, visited Cairo last 
month en route home from the 
Gulf, he had special praise for 
Gen. Tantawi as well as LL-Gen. 
Sal ah HaJaby, commander of the 
Egyptian task force. 

In a separate decree on Mon- 
day, Mr. Mubarak named Mr. 
HaJaby chief of staff of armed 
forces, apparently in recognition 
of his Gulf service. Gen. Halaby 
replaced Lt. Gen. Safieddin Abu 
Shnaf, whose tour of duty ended. 

Gen. Tantawi, 56. fought in the 
1956, 1967 and 1973 Middle East 
wars. -Her served as military 
attache in Pakistan and Afghanis- 
tan and commanded the 2nd 
army in the Suez Canal area. He 
had charge of the elite Republi- 
can Guards, responsible for the 
president's safety, before becom- 
ing director of military opera- 
tions. 

A seasoned diplomat and an 
academician, Mr. Ghali has been 
in the cabient without interrup- 
tion for 14 years, a record in 
35-year-old republican Egypt- He 
moves with ease from diplomatic 
chanceries and negotiating tables 
to university auditoriums to lec- 
ture on his speciality, internation- 
al law. 

Dr. Ghali, named for his 
grandfather. Prime Minister But- 
ros Ghali Pasha, hails from an old 
family with roots in southern 
Egypt. 

Foreign Minister Moussa, who 
will work under Dr. Ghali’s su- 
pervision, began his foreign 
ministry career as attache in 1958 
He was. ambassador to India for 
four years until 1987, when he 
was appointed director of the 
ministry’s International Orga- 
nisations Department. He was 
named head of his country’s U.N. 
delegation in 1989. 


in Cypriot election 


NICOSIA (AP) — Rightists and 
leftists committed to talks on 
reuniting this divided island 
scored gains in parliamentary 
elections, officials reported 
Monday. 

The right-wing Democratic 
Rally led all parties in Sunday's 
voting with 35.8 per cent. The 
Communist Party, Akel, won 
30.6 per cent, up from 27.4 per 
cent in the last election in 1985. 

Both support President Geoige 
Vassiliou's policy of pursuing 
U.N. -backed talks with the Tur- 
kish Cypriots who have held the 
northern pan of the island since a 
1974 Turkish invasion. 

Mr. Vassiiiou, an independent, 
retains bis post regardless of Sun- 
day’s balloting. 

Democratic Rally gained one 
seat, to 20, in the 56-member 
parliament. ' Akel gained three 
seats, to 18. 

Democratic Rally leader Glaf- 
kos derides said after the vote 
that his party has “cooperated 
with all the political powers on 
the island and will continue to do 


Kyprianou, which slipped to 19.5 
per cent, giving it 11 seats. The 
party, known as Diko, had taken 
27.46 per cent at 16 seats in 1985. 


so. 


Cooperation will be essential be- 
cause no party holds the majority 
needed to elect a new president 
of parliament when the new 
legislature meets on May 30. 

Akel leader Demetris Christ- 
ofias told reporters his party’s 
local operation “has counterba- 
lance the negative impact coming 
from abroad,” a reference to the 
collapse of Communist parties in 
Eastern Europe. . 

The main loser in the election 
was the centre-right Democratic 
Party of former President Spyros 


Mr. Kyprianou opposed direct 
talks with the Turkish Cypriots, 
arguing they were bound to fail. 

He said he would not take his 
seat in the new parliament and 
said the poor results “were a 
rejection of Diko's policies on the 
national issue;’’ 

The Socialist Party, Edek, 
which also criticised Mr. Vassi- 
liou’s stand on talks with the 
Turkish Cypriots, won 10.9 per 
cent of the vote and seven seats. 
It had taken 11.1 per cent and six 
seats in 1985. 

Two new parties failed to gain 
seats in parliament. Adisok, a 
reform Communist Party which 
split with the old-line Akel, 
gained only 2.4 per cent of tbe 
votes. Pakop, a party formed by 
refugees from the Turkish-held 
zone, had only 0.6 per cent. 

Election officials said that 
more than 94 per cent of the 
nation’s 381,177 voters cast bal- 
lots. Voting is required by law. 

In all, 297 candidates were 
vying for seats, according to the 
elections commission. Three 
were independents. 

Voters cast ballots for indi- 
viduals, but could not choose 
candidates from more than one 
party. 

The campaign was lower key 
than in previous years. Under 
new election rules, loudspeakers 
were banned and election posters 
were limited to prearranged bill- 
boards. 


War trials 
fail to faze 
Kuwaitis 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The 
start of martial-law trials for peo- 
ple accused of collaborating with 
the Iraqi occupation drew little 
public attention Sunday in 
Kuwait's opulent Palace of Jus- 
tice. 

Two women, hoping for word 
about sons arrested right after 
liberation and not heard from 
since, were the only civilian spec- 
tators to show up in court. 

Inside, maintenance workers 
cleaned dust from chairs and 
closed windows, assuring repor- 
ters and diplomatic observers that 
the air conditioning was in fact 
working. 


Charges were read off rapid- 
fire by the presiding judge, with- 
out benefit of corroborating wit- 
nesses or other evidence. 

No one, for example, produced 
the Saddam Hussein T-shirt that 
was a factor in one defendant’s 
receiving a 15-year jail term. 

The sixth floor courtroom 
seemed an example of some of 
the Kuwaiti wealth. 

The judges sat behind a mas- 
sive teak bench. Behind them, a 
six-metre wall was covered in an 
intricate design that echoed the 
motifs of Islamic art during its 
golden age around the Utfa cen- 
tury. 

The bottom half was a mosaic 
of Arab scenes mostly in green 
and blue tiles, while the carved 
stucco above it was delicately 
designed in pale blues and 
browns. 


The art contrasted starkly with 
the brown metal cage holding the 
prisoners off to one side. 

Dressed in a variety of T-shirts 
and pajama tops, they were 
brought in with tight plastic cords 
on their wrists. Some immediate- 
ly buried their faces in their hands 
when they were released. 

The one woman defendant bad 
a guard of her own in a regular 
seat on the opposite side of the 
courtroom. She quietly proc- 
laimed her innocence to the first 
reporter who walked over. 


British troops to stay in ‘insecure 5 Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Bri- 
tain’s Defence Secretary Tom 
King said Monday that it would 
be months before the approx- 
imately 1,100 British troops sta- 
tioned here go home because the 
emirate remained insecure about 
Iraq. 

“There is still a nervousness in 
Kuwait after all the shocks that 
they experienced with the origin- 
al invasion,” Mr. King said, 
addressing several hundred sol- 
diers of the 2nd battalion Royal 
Anglican Regiment gathered in 
the desert 100 kilometres north of 
the dty. 

Mr. King said the date for the 
final withdrawal would be set 
soon, but it would depend in part 
with talks scheduled for later 
Monday with Crown Prince Saad 
Abdullah A1 Sabah, who is also 
prime minister, and consultations 
within the cabinet of Prime 
Minister John Major in London. 

Mr. King, who is also visiting 


Saudi Arabia, is to return to 
Britain on Wednesday. 

He said be thought it would be 
“some months” before the Brit- 
ish forces could withdraw. 

“If anybody asks ’when?’, you 
won’t ’get a straight answer. We 
think it should be pretty soon," 
he said. 


TTiere have been some com- 
plaints among the troops, who 
were told April 1 that they would 
be in the desert in seven days, 
that they could not make any 
plans because they did not know 
bow long they would be in 
Kuwait. 

They were told April 30 to 
prepare to withdraw, but the 
order was cancelled three days 
later. 


Tbe defence minister tried to 
assure them that they were doing 
an important job. 

“The need for you to come 
here was vital because we have to 


make sure that people here con- 
tinue to have the confidence, the 
reassurance, that we won’t dis- 
appear right at the end of the 
battle, but will continue to keep 
our interest and be willing to 
help.” he said. 

Mr. King said British forces 
had played an important role in 
liberating Kuwait in February af- 
ter seven months of Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

He said they needed to finish 
tbe job by making sure that 
“Kuwait stays liberated and there 
is no doubt in our determination 
to see the Gulf now become a 
much safer and secure place.” 

With Iraq now accepting the 
peace terms set by the United 
Nations and with troops from the 
United Nations deployed, Mr. 
King said the need for British 
troops here had diminished. 
Some would stay indefinitely in 
advisory roles, he said. 


Air Vice- Mar hsall Ian Macfa- 
dyen, commander of British 
forces in the Middle East, said 
there were 1,100 British troops in 
Kuwait and 5,600 in the whole 
area, including forces at sea. At 
the peak of the conflict Britain 
had 5.000 troops in the region. 

Kuwait has expressed interest 
in keeping some allied troops 
deployed on its territory, while 
Saudi Arabia has said it wants all 
foreign troops to withdraw from 
the kingdom and has discouraged 
stockpiling aims there. 

An Arab plan for a joint re- 
gional force collapsed when 
Egypt decided to withdraw its 
troops, reportedly out of pique 
that Kuwait preferred Wester- 
ners. 

The United States has about 
5,000 troops in Kuwait and De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney said 
last week that new troops would 
be deployed in mid-June and 
remain at least until Sept. 1. 


Hostage issue plagues CIA nominee and Bush 


WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s an 
issue that has plagued three 
American presidents and could 
put President George Bush’s 
nominee for Central fritellgence 
Agnecy (CIA) director, Robert 
Gates, under painful scrutiny; 
American hostages. 

Failure to free 52 Americans 
held by Iran helped end Jimmy 
Carter’s presidency. Trading 
arms for the release of hostages 
held by Iranian-backed radicals in 
Lebanon haunted Ronald 
Reagan. 

What did Mr. Bush know ab- 
out efforts to free tbe Americans 
in Iran and when did he know it? 
What did Robert Gates know and 
when did he know it? 

The last month brought new 
stirrings of hostage deals. A top 
Carter aide, Gary Sick, said five 
sources told him Mr. Bush met 
with Iranian officials in 1980 to 
seal a deal delaying release of the 
52 hostages in Tehran to prevent 
Mr. Carter’s reelection. 

Mr. Bush angrily denies it. 
Travel logs place him in Washing- 
ton during dates in October 1980 
when he was supposedly in Paris 


promising Iranians weapons 
shipments after the presidential 
inauguration day. 

The hostages, who had been 
held 444 days, were released just 
minutes after Mr. Reagan took 
the oath of office in January 1981 . 
The house Democratic leadership 
has approved a preliminary staff 
investigation into the allegations 
about Mr. Bush’s role. 

Mr. Gates, a 25-year CIA 
veteran, may have a hostage 
problem stemming from Mr. 
Reagan's effort in 1985-86 to sell 
Iran weapons in return for Amer- 
icans snatched by groups in Leba- 
non. 

Combined with the illegal di- 
version of money from the Iran 
sales to the contra rebels in Nicar- 
agua, the deal provoked tbe most 
serious crisis of Mr. Reagan's 
presidency. 

Everyone in the Reagan admi- 
nistration did their best to get out 
from under it, including Mr. 
Gates, whom Mr. Reagan nomin- 
ated as CIA director. Two weeks 
after his February 1987 confirma- 
tion hearings, Mr. Gates asked 
that his nomination be withdrawn 


amid questions over his role in the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

He hadn't known much about 
the White House’s secret deals 
with Iran, Mr. Gates insisted to 
tbe Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee in February 1987. 

“I basically lost touch with the 
project” early in 1986, Mr. Gates 
said under oath. 

What about a troublesome 
Nov. 25, 1985, Hawk missile ship- 
ment to Iran that occured without 
written authorisation from Mr. 
Reagan? Mr. Gates said the 
first he heard about anything 
going to Iran was at a Dec. 5, 
1985, meeting with CIA officials. 

“There were some references 
to a plane that had flown a week 
or so before,” Mr. Gates said. 
“We didn’t know what that plane 
was or anything about it, but 
there was discussion with the 
operational people in the room 
about the fact that there were 
likely to be other such planes.” 

But months after his confirma- 
tion bearings, the Iran-contra 
congressional committees re- 
leased notes taken by another 
CIA official in that Dec. 5 meet- 



George Bush 

ing. The notes detail a discussion 
of hostages and weapons, some- 
thing Mr. Gates didn't mention. 


Qadhafi: 
Abu Nidal 
not in Libya 


CAIRO (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammer Qadhafi said Sun- 
day that Palestinian guerrilla 
chief Abu Nidal, named by 
Washington as head of the 
world’s most dangerous group, 
was not based in Libya. 

“Abu Nidal does not work 
from Libya,” said Col. Qadha- 
fi at a joint news conference in 
the Libyan coastal town of Ras 
Lanuf with visiting Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

“He is not in Libya. Since 
the first and tbe second Gulf 
war, be is no longer here, Col. 
Qadhafi said in remarks car- 
ried by Egypt's national Mid- 
dle East News Agency 
(MENA). 

The first Gulf war, between 
Iran and Iraq, lasted from 1980 
to 1988. Tbe second Gulf con- 
flict started on Jan. 17 and 
ended on Feb. 28 when U.S.- 
led forces pushed Iraqi troops 
out of Kuwait. 

Sabri Ai Banna, better 
known by his nom de guerre 
Abu Nidal, is accused by the 
United States of carrying out 
over 90 attacks since 1974 in 20 
countries. 

Abu Nidal split from the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in 1973. Since .then 
he has topped the international 
wanted lists for attacks. 

Shortly after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait last Aug. 2, U.S. admi- 
nistration sources said uncon- 
firmed reports suggested that 
Abu Nidal may have returned 
to Baghdad after a seven-year 
rift. 

He was headquartered in 
Iraq from 1974 to 1983, but 
when be fell out with tbe gov- 
ernment he moved his opera- 
tions to Syria until 1987 after 
which he was reported to have 
gone to Libya. 

Qadhafi said there was an 
Abu Nidal in Libya, but he was 
a Libyan doctor who worked 
for the Red Crescent Society. 

“He is in charge of the Red 
Crescent and there were tele- 
grams coming out of Abu Nid- 
al's camps which were in fact 
Red Crescent camps,” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

“We went to these camps, 
searched them and foud the 
Libyan Abu Nidal, not the 
well-known Abu Nidal.” 

Mr. Mubarak, according to 
MENA, interrupted Col. 
Qadhafi and said; “It is true. 
Abu Nidal is not in Libya." 

Mr. Mubarak’s visit to Libya 
was the last leg of a trip which 
took him to Italy, Luxem- 
bourg. Belgium, France, Tur- 
key and Syria. 

He was seeking European 
support for debt reduction of 
Egypt’s $35 billion foreign debt 
as well as backing for a Middle 
East peace conference to re- 
solve the Arab- Israeli conflict. 


Iran calls for 

regional 

arrangement 


WELLINGTON (R) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister AJi Akbar 
Vefayati called Monday for a 
regional security arrangement in 
the Gulf that would involve Iran 
and keep the presence of foreign 
powers to a minimum. ■ 

“The experience gained from 
the ‘Persian’ Gulf crisis necessi- 
tates the creation of a sort of 
security arrangement in the re- 
gion which guarantees independ- 
ence and territorial sovereignty of 
tite countries in the Gulf,” he told 
a news conference. 


“It is our hope that the ‘Per- 
sian’ Golf region will be free of 
classic armament stores as well as 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons and that the presence of 
foreign powers in the region be 
minimised.” , . 
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Police kill two in IstanlHil battle 






ISTANBUL (R)— Police shot deadanmn ^awmnandiB^i 
raid on the hide-out of a banned TtirJosfr 
Monday, the Anatolian news agency said. A pm batlebroke put 
after police surrounded the safehouse m I^b^Hasaupasa 
fostrict and ordered occupants to surrender. ’TH* tenrass 
responded with gunfire to a police call to s^rem^. Two 
terrorists were killed in the ensuing clash,” Turkish radio said. 
Police found two automatic rifles, a pistol and documents dura*; a 
search of the house. The left-leaning daily Cumhunyet named the 
woman as Dilek Arslan, a 27-year-old nnre&^Police di d not say 
Whether the dead were members of the Dcv-Sol (Revotaticraary 
Left) group, which has carried out scores of bomb attacks and 
about a dozen political killings since tbe beginnin g of - last year- 
interior Minister Abdul Kaufir Aksu said on' Saturday police 
would be given new arms to fight extremists. ••• : 1 


‘Patriot computer was faulty* 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. army investigators have concluded that 
a computer failure allowed an Iraqi Scud missile to hit a U.S. 
military barracks in Saudi Arabia during die Gulf war, the .New. 
York Times reported Monday. The Iraqi missile- struc k .fee 
barracks at Al Khobar near Dhahran on Feb. 25. Twenty-ogfat 
people died in the attack, the Golf war’s single worst casualty toll 
for foe United States. Allied command said tbe next day that no 
Patriot missile had been fired to intercept the Scad, which brobe 
up as it descended, the New York Times said. Further investiga- 
tions determined foe Scud was mtart when ft struck the barracks. 
It was not detected because the- Partial radar system -was. 
inoperable due to a computer failure, it said. U.S. army spokes-, 
men were not immediately available to comment on the newspap- 
er’s report. • ' - 


Police disperse Algerian students 


ALGIERS (R) — Anti-riot police Sunday broke up a demonstra- 
tion by Algerian Islamic students trying to reach the Tunisian 
embassy, eyewitnesses said. They said about 300 students'bad 
gathered and were chanting slogans against what they termed 
Tunisian oppression of Islamic students. Police charged the 
demonstrators and demanded they disperse, tbe witnesses said. It 
was not immediately dear whether any students were arrested. 
Last Tuesday, Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ben Afi 
appointed foe leader of Tunisia’s main legal opposition party to 
head a commission to look into unrest, blamed on Islamic 
fundamentalists, at universities. The appointment of Mohammad 
Moada, leader of tbe Movement of Socialist Democrats, followed 
clashes the week before between security forces and fundamental- 
ist students on Tunis University campus. Two students were killed 
and three wounded, while two policemen were taken to hospital, 
officials said. An official Tunisian statement on Tuesday said Mr. 
Moada’s commission would look at ways of advising educational 
institutions to combat “all forms of violence and terrorism to 
which certain extremist groups have tamed.” 


Heroin bound for Nigeria seized 


BEIRUT (AP) — Customs officials at Beirut international airport 
confiscated 18.5 kilogrammes of heroin bound for Nigeria from a 
Lebanese man in one of their biggest drag busts in years, police 
said. A police official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
the heroin was hidden in three suitcases with false bottoms. He 
identified die suspect in tbe case as Loubnan Younis Al Ben 
Younis. The official said Younis was being questioned by the 
police department’s anti-narcotics bureau. Since 1989, Lebanon 
has emerged as a major source of heroin production. There are 
reportedly up to. 10 heroin processing plants in the country. 
Lebanon also is a major source of hashish. 


Unusual cases appear in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AP) — It has not been an easy week for banks as 
millions of Sudanese queued to exchange their bank notes for new 
paper money before tbe weekend deadline. But some exchanges 
have been more interesting than others. Employees at one bank 
were stunned when a well-known Khartoum beggar showed np at 
their door step with more than four million pounds ($333,000) 
stuffed m a bulging bag. Another bank in a small town had to 
move its business to tbe street when one client arrived with 53 
million pounds ($4,416,000) stacked in a trade. A third women in 
the Western Sudanese town of Nyala came in with nine million 
pounds ($750,000) Her neighbours said she lived a very average 
life. Sid Ahmad AI Sheikh, governor of tire Central Bank of 
Sudan, told reporters of these unusual exchanges. Under the 
military government’s new rules, Sudanese had to exchange their 
100 and 50 pound notes ($8 and $4 notes) with new paper money 
in one week which ended Saturday afternoon. But however much 
each person put in, they were only given 5,000 pounds ($416) in 
cash. The rest was put in the bank in their names and frozen 
indefinitely. Sudanese people said that in the last four days of the 
exchange, foe pressure on tbe banks became so much that they 
were only given as little as 1,000 pounds ($83) to 500 pounds ($41) 
in cash, and sometimes only a paper saying they could pick up 
their money in a couple of days. The government said that of 19 
billion old pounds circulating in Sudan, only two billion went 
through tbe banks. This new system is designed to force more 
money into foe banks. 


Gulf aid for Albania’s Muslims 


MECCA ( AP) — The Muslim World league announced plans on 
Sunday to build mosques and Islamic study centres in Albania. 
The league also will provide Albania with preachers of Islam and 
will grant scholarship to Albanian boys for religions study, said 
Abdullah Omar Naseef, secretary-general of the league. The 
league is a non-governmental aid organization. Mr. Naseef has 
just returned from Tirana where he tried to access the conditions 
of Muslims following the collapse of Albania's hard line Com- 
munist regime. Under the hard liners, religion was outlaw ed . In 
1967, Albania closed all mosques and churches. About 70 per cent 
of the population is believed to be Muslim. Mr. Naseef said that in 
addition to religious aid, the league “plans to send doctors to 
work at the hospitals and dispensaries there to provide health care 
for Albanian Muslims." He did not indicate what tbe aid would 
cost. 
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CHURCHES 


Ckarek of tbe Aanandathm T el. 
637440. 

De la Salle Chord! Tel. 661757 
Tcrramta Chart Tel: 622366 
Church of the Animnrtatfoo Tel. 
623541. 

A^fcaa ChanA Tel. £25383. Td. 

628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Int e rn a tional Ckert Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 

811295. 

Tin Chad of Jcsas Christ of Latter- 
Day ■Mat a Td. 815817. 654932. 
Church at the Naxmene Td. 675691 



WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church, Swefdeh 

Td. 810740. 

Assemblies of God Charch, Tel. 
632785. 68S326. 

SL Joseph Charch Tel. 624S90. 


A drop in temperatures will occur 
and some dawfa wiD appear at diffe- 
rent altitudes. Winds wiH be north- 
westerly moderate to fiesta. In Aqaba, 
winch will be northerly moderate and 
seax calm. 


MuiJoux. temp. 

Amman 16/25 

Aqaba 21 /35 

Dcseits 15/31 

Jordan Valley 20 / 34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 28 per cent. Aqaba 14 per 
cent- 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansaur 748364 

Dr. Mohammad Al A wad 741391 

Dr. Jamal Abu Baker 746426 

Dr. Nan Wirdcni 81438S 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairn tikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

BUMD: 

Dr.Lntif AlShalabi 1—) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Misbah Hijjawi 1774 

Khali re h pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvfl Defence Em e rge n cy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

.Traffic Police 896390 

Pabbc Security Departracal 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 


Price Compfaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkQcfa Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisans 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

Utriveisity Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajiecn 777101/3 

At-Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224000 

Am al Hospital 674153 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zhrqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

I bo Siaa Hospital (09)986732 

nUBOh 

Princes Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek CathoBc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibo Af Nafcc. Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER t 
QUEEN AU A 


INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tbit information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen AEa International 
Airport Td. (08)53203-5, where Jr 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

0&15 Singapore, Bangjtock (RJ) 

1035 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

11*55 .... Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

*1:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

17:09 Montreal, New York (RJ) 

17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13:30 Moscow (SU) 

2A3S Beirut (ME) 

23:15 Khartoum (SP) 

0fe05 Bucharest (RO) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

•*** Aqaba (RJ) 

"11:45 Istanbul, Belgrade (RJ) 

12:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12^5 Rome, Madrid (RJ) 


??** Puis; London (RJ) 

CtoirqtRJ) 

2” Jeddah (RJ) 

2 * ,s Damascus, Lamaka (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

— Moscow (SU) 

sa flasas 

MARKET prices 

Uppetdowcr price in fits per kg- 

AX) 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

500 7400 

Onimbmpug.) 120/80 

Chambers (small) 240/200 

300 / 250 

P“£f n ”‘ 200 

p 8100 280 / 220 

h£E!.te ro ? rt 150/100 

170/120 

§52 170/120 

350/200 
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Government under 
heavy criticism from 
leftists, nationalists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Several 
political parties, associations 
and organisations strongly 
attacked tbe government Mon- 
day for what they called a 
series of “anti-democracy ac- 
tions that aim at taking the 
country back to pre-democracy 
days." 

In a statement addressed to 
the “Jordanian masses," four 
umbrella groups representing 
mainly leftist and nationalist 
ideologies said that the mea- 
sures weie reflected in “clear 
government attempts to para- 
lyse the role and effectiveness 
of Parliament” by incorporat- 
ing some parliamentary blocs 
into die government and by 
giving them a “comfortable 
mechanical majority" and 
rendering the people unable to 
express themselves. 

“This has been going on at a 
time when citizens of this coun- 
try proved, over the past two 
years, that they were capable 
of shouldering national respon- 
sibility and abiding by actions 
that tend to serve the cause of 
public interests — a tendency 
that is helping to bridge the 
gap between government and 
people, a process that could 
not be possible before April of 
1989,” said the statement. 

It noted that the measures 
and recent practices of the 
government were only bound 
to increase tension and public 
indignation, tended to under- 
mine the past achievements 
and sowed seeds of discord, 
suspicion and complaint. 

“These government prac- 
tices,*’ the statement con- 
tinned, "can only increase 
anxiety and concern over ac- 
tions pursued by forces -hostile 
to democracy through cancel!- ' 
mg political and social achieve- . 
ments.” 

The statement pointed out 
that the government's ability to 
“paralyse" Parliament and 
stop it from enacting democra- 
tic laws and holding public 
officers to account for their 
past deeds “is causing further 
strains and concern among 
members of tbe public.” 

"The government' has suc- 
ceeded in doing that and chose 
to incorporate certain par- 
liamentary blocs <in govern- 
ment business and granted 
such blocs a mechanical major- 
ity in Parliament," the state- 
ment added. “These measures 
have disrupted tbe march of 
democracy," it said. 

The statement asked the 
government about the fate of 
1 its promises to canceD martial 
laws, about passing the nation- 
al charter that would have 
opened the way for political 
pluralism and arrangements 
for assuming political life. 

The statement accused the 
government of re-opening 
talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in order 
to "increase the burdens on tbe 
public.” 

Tbe statement said that "the 
series of measures adopted 
lately reflect tbe existence of 
an ' official will to take this 
country backwards.” Tbe 
statement did not specify the 
“measures." 

“These measures and ac- 


tions only add to the popular 
tension and indignation and 
stab in the back all of our 
achievements until now," the 
statement added. 

The Jordanian Arab Nation- 
al Democratic Association 
(J ANDA), the National Jorda- 
nian Youth Coalition, the Cen- 
tral Council for Jordanian Pro- 
fessional' Associations and the 
Jordanian Women's Commit- 
lee for the Steadfastness of 
Arabs were the signatories of 
the political statement. 

In general terms the state- 
ment pointed to the continued 
application of martial laws and 
the delay in the announcement 
of the national charter as the 
steps that need to be crossed 
before “political life is reorga- 
nised." 

The statement however ac- 
cused the government of 
hindering political meetings 
and peaceful marches, con- 
tinuing a policy of arrests and 
interrogation and limiting the 
freedom of the press. 

These measures, the state- 
ment says, “are covered up 
with illogical excuses." 

However, sources inside 
JANDA criticised the final 
draft of the statement saying 
that it failed to mention impor- 
tant issues such as education 
and the limited number of par- 
ties who signed it. 

The statement called for 
public pressure on Parlia- 
ment’s various blocs, exercis- 
ing their role as representatives 
of tbe people and a watchdog 
over the actions of the execu- 
tive authority. 

It urged members of the 
public to adopt proper mea- 
sures to put an end to “various 
government actions that run 
counter to the democratic pro- 
cess," and urged Parliament 
members to refrain from grant- 
ing the government a vote of 
confidence “now that the gov- 
ernment has mishandled poli- 
tical, social and economic mat- 
ters.” 

The statement called for a 
national economic conference 
to discuss the economic situa- 
tion in Jordan and to study 
various problems plaguing tbe 
economy with a view to finding 
drastic solutions for such prob- 
lems as unemployment, pollu- 
tion of King Talal Dam water 
and farming in tbe Jordan Val- 
ley. 

The statement called for the 
construction of democratic in- 
stitutions after abrogating tbe 
martial law and all tbe laws 
that constrict public freedoms. 

It called for amendments to the 
election law and for opening 
the road for teachers’, stu- 
dents' and farmers’ onions to 
become operational. 

The statement urged the 
Jordanian public to “preserve 
the accomplishments for which 
the people of Jordan had paid 
so dearly and to act now to 
stop any move backward as 
being planned by the enemies 
of democracy, especially those 
“enemies who are trying de- 
sperately to allow American 
plots to be executed in this 
region and who are opening 
the way for U.S.-sponsored solu 
tion 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Safarini appointed Torino consul 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree has been issued, endorsing 
the appointment of Mr. Mustafa Safarini as Jordan s honorary 
consul in the Italian city of Torino. 

Bad ran congratulates French premier 

AMMAN fPetral — Prime Minister Mudar Badran Monday sent 

. P*» ™ 

Cresson congratulating her on forming foe French cabinet. Mr. 
Badran expressed hope that existing relations between Jordan 
and France would be further enhanced. 

French Arabist to deliver lecture 

▲MMAN fJ T.) — In cooperation with foe French Centre for 
<smdies and Research on the contemporary Middle East, Dr. Luc 
RnrhuLsco wtfSunday. 26 May, deliver a lecture in Arabic on 

who wrote many articles and published many studies on 
^Semoorarv Arab World. He also translated into French 
thewcrics of Arab writersincludmg Eduard Kharrat, 
Yousef Idrees, Nabil Naoum and Ehas Khoun. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

place * itb the concerned msatubons. 

EXHIBITION 

Art exhibition by Nazir »* ** F™ 6 * 1 CnHaral Ceatre. 

M.nortrtn of etchings, kthographs and monoprints, by 

Tfir Exhibition rn AMtil Shnimm 




Official says factories 


on Zarqa River comply wi 

water treatment directive 


Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Monday inau gnrales an exhibition displaying products by 
women in Irbid (Petra photo). 

Princess Basma attends ceremony 


IRBID (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Monday 
attended a graduation ceremony 
of a group of young women from 
the Irbid Social Services Centre 
and voiced appreciation to the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for its con- 
tinued support and backing for 
this project. 

The TO graduates had under- 
gone a training course aimed at 
improving their efficiency as 
vocational training instructors at 
centres operated by charitable 
societies and the social service 
centres in the Irbid Govern orate. 

The graduation was the first 
fruit of cooperation between 
UNDP and Queen Alia Soda! 


Welfare Fund t'QAF) which is 
sponsoring the project, said the 
Princess in an address at the 
ceremony. 

QAF. she said, seeks to en- 
hance the Jordanian women's 
role in socio-economic develop- 
ment and enable women to be- 
come productive members of soc- 
iety. 

The group graduating this 
course, the Princess noted, will 
not doubt enhance the opera- 
tions of the voluntary and charit- 
able organisations' activities. 

The Princess voiced apprecia- 
* tion to the guidance committee 
which has been supervising the 
implementation of the project. 


The committee groups repre- 
sentatives of QAF. the ministries 
of planning and social develop- 
ment and the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) in addition to 
the General Union of Voluntary 

Societies (GUVS). 

The Princess distributed diplo- 
mas to the graduates who had 
spent two months in the practical 
course to upgrade their skills in 
instructing seamstresses. 

She later opened an exhibition 
displaying samples of work in 
dressmaking, tricot and tradition- 
al crafts. Later the Princess heard 
a briefing on the centre's activi- 
ties and plans to develop prog- 
rammes. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The majority 
of factories and plants based 
within the Zarqa River basin 
have responded favourably to the 
recent government directives to 
set up ~ waste water treatment 
plants or to reactivate the old 
plants for the purpose of allowing 
treated water to flow into the 
Zarqa River heading towards the 
King Talal Dam, according to the 
director of laboratories and con- 
trol of water and the environment 
department at tbe Water Author- 
ity of Jordan (WAJ). Dr. Raja 
Jadoun. 

“The most recent tests con- 
ducted on samples of treated 
water show a good improvement 
of the treated water coming out 
of the industrial businesses and 
factories," Dr. Jadoun said at a 
press conference in Amman 
Monday. 

On May 10. Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Ziyad Fariz warned 
Jordanian industries which fail to 
adhere to the specifications of 
waste water dumped in the Zarqa 
River, valleys or canals. He said 
that the residues and waste posed 


Jordanian, Egyptian political 
groups reject foreign presence 
in Iraq, demand peace in region 


(llllf*™ iwi— * 

Foundation (10 turn — 5 p-m.) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two political 
groups in Jordan and Egypt seek- 
ing to enhance solidarity among 
Arab countries Monday issued a 
joint statement emphasising their 
rejection of foreign presence on 
Arab land, support for the ter- 
ritorial integrity and sovereignty 
and independence of Iraq, and 
demanding a just and durable 
solution for the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict and the recognition of the 
rights of foe Palestinian people in 
their own homeland. 

Hie two groups, which took 
part in a Soviet-Arab dialogue 
held in Amman m tbe past week, 
said that they bad held meetings 
in Amman, on the sidelines of the 
Arab-Soviet dialogue, and agreed 
on the following points: 

1- The two sides reject the pre- 
sence of any foreign force on 
Arab land and demand a speedy 
withdrawal of all foreign military 
troops and equipment. 

2- The two sides reaffirm the 
unity and territorial integrity of 


Iraq and reject all attempts to 
partition that Arab country into 
sects, and demand that all sanc- 
tions and embargoes be lifted. 

3- The two sides urge all con- 
cerned international parties to 
help find a just and durable set- 
tlement to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict in a manner that would en- 
sure a comprehensive and just 
peace in the region, that can 
guarantee the rights of the 
Palestinian people to an indepen- 
dent state on Palestinian soil, and 
foe right of the Palestinian people 
to determine their own future and 
participate in all international di- 
alogues and efforts aimed at solv- 
ing foe Palestine question. The 
Palestinian side should be repre- 
sented by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) which is 
the sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

4- The two sides voice their full 
kneenness on Arab solidarity and 


call for speeding up endeavours 
to heal the rift in Arab ranks and 
end all inter-Arab differences. 

5- The two sides call for a meeting 
by all solidarity committees in 
Arab countries, before the end of 
this year, in implementation of 
resolutions taken at a meeting 
held in Damascus last November. 
They also decided that Cairo 
should serve as the headquarters 
for the coming meeting in a bid to 
display further determination for 
deepening foe trend towards soli- 
darity among Arab countries. 

The two groups were: the 
Egyptian Committee for Afro- 
Asian Peoples Solidarity and the 
Jordanian Peace and Solidarity 
Committee. 

The former was represented at 
the meeting by Ahmad Ham- 
roush, Hilmi A1 Hadidi, Saad 
Kamel and A1 Sayed Yassin, 
while the Jordanian committee 
was represented by Fares Nabul- 
si. Hassan Khreis, Ibrahim Abu 
Ayyash and Issa Mdanat. 


World Bank 
grants APC 
$15m loan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The World 
Bank has approved granting the 
Arab Potash Company (APC) a 
loan worth SIS million to contri- 
bute to financing tbe first stage of 
a project aimed at boosting the 
company's production to 2.2 mil- 
lion tonnes by tbe year 1995, up 
from Z.4 million at present. 

Tbe Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) has approved grant- 
ing a $16 million loan to foe APC 
to contribute to financing the first 
stage whose total cost is esti- 
mated at $110 million. 

The company’s two-stage prog- 
ramme entails foe introduction of 
two production lines, with a total 
annual capacity of 400,000 tonnes 
each, APC Director General Ali 
Ensour had said in a press re- 
lease. 

According to Mr. Ensour, the 
first stage will be implemented 
between 1991 and 1993 while the 
second will be completed by the 
end of 1995. 

He said the government was 
giving due attention to chemical 
industries, based on the Dead Sea 
salts, and had contracted three 
consultancy firms to conduct 
feasibility studies. 

"These firms have completed 
the first phase of foe study which 
was debated last month to pave 
the way for the second and final 
phase which would be completed 
by the end of this year,” Mr. 
Ensour said. 

About 85 per cent of APC’s 
total production in 1990 was sold 
to Asian countries. Those coun- 
tries are India, China, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Korea and Taiwan. 


WHO meeting urges Israel to 
allow investigation into 
Palestinians’ conditions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The World 
Health Organisation's (WHO) 
44th meeting held in Geneva in 
the past week called on the Israeli 
authorities to allow a group of 
WHO specialists to visit the occu- 
pied lands to investigate the 
health conditions of the Palesti- 
nian people, according to Health 
Minister Adnan Jaljouli. 

Speaking upon return from the 
WHO meetings, the minister said 
that the conference had under- 
lined the need to pressure Israel 
into changing its attitudes and 
deal with shortcomings in health 
services offered to the Palestinian 
people. 

The WHO meeting discussed a 
range of questions related to foe 
health of mothers and children, 
combating infectious diseases, 
pollution to the environment as 
well as the difficult health condi- 
tions in a number of countries, 
said the minister. 

In his address to the meeting. 
Dr. Jaljouli called for a program- 
me to combat alcohol drinking, 
along the lines of a programme 


a threat to human life and to 
plants and animals, and increased 
the pollution of the reservoirs. 

The minister gave factories un- 
til the end of this month to install 
and operate plants to ensure that 
the water flowing from the factor- 
ies is Treated thoroughly. 

Dr. Jadoun told the press con- 
ference that in light of the direc- 
tives by the prime minister and 
Dr. Fariz, inspection teams have 
been visiting these factories and 
reporting on their findings. 

The Water Authority will con- 
tinue to collect samples of water 
for testing, to ensure that the 
factories abide by the regulations, 
and monthly reports will be sub- 
mitted to the government on the 
findings. 

He said that foe 14 waste water 
treatment plants were kept under 
strict surveillance to ensure that 
safe water is flowing towards the 
dams. 

Referring to a statement by the 
minister of water and irrigation 
about the contamination of the 
water of King Talal Dam. Dr. 


Jadoun said it was a warning tha 
unless proper measures wen 
adopted water would be seriousl* 
contaminated and have serioia 
effects on the Jordan Valle; 
farmlands. 

Dr. Jadoun reviewed the va 
rious measures taken by WAJ tt 
provide protection to the under 
ground water resources, indue 
ing the closure of all cesspools 

Last week Prime Ministe 
Mudar Badran said that the gov- 
ernment would soon start drilling 
artesian wells along the Zarqi 
River in order to dilute the pol 
luted water in the dam and feed t 
fresh underground water, fort 
making it suitable for irrigation 

This was one of a series oi 
measures which the govemmen' 
plans to take in order to avoic 
further damage to the crops in the 
valley. 

Earlier, the governmert: 
formed a committee to look intc 
the real cause of the disastei 
which was reported to have 
caused JD 60 million worth o£ 
crop damage in the valley. 


Ministers tour Zarqa area* 
hear citizens’ demands 


ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Mohammad 
Adoub Al Zaben, Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saad Hay el 
Surour and Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mohammad Al Alawneh 
Monday toured the eastern areas 
of the Zarqa Govemorate. 

The ministers started their tour 
by visiting Al Azraq area, where 
they met with citizens at Al 
Azraq Cooperative Society. The 
ministers were briefed by Al 
Azraq sub-district director on the 
people's demands and needs, par- 
ticularly in the fields of the par- 
cellations of land, water supply 
and agriculture. 

Heads of the municipal coun- 
cils in north and south Azraq, the 
president of Al Azraq Coopera- 
tive Society and several citizens 


who spoke at the meeting called 
for developing the telecom- 
munications system, establishing 
a hospital for emergency cases, 
opening a branch for the Civil 
Registration Department in the 
two towns, supporting the fish 
fanning project, establishing a 
touristic project and spraying 
swamps in tbe region with insecti- 
cides. 

Dr. Zaben said the ministers' 
visit to the area came within the 
government's programmes, im- 
plemented upon directives by His 
Majesty King Hussein to step up 
visits to all the country’s areas. 

Dr. Zaber expressed his minis- 
try’s readiness to refer the issue 
of creating a joint Azraq Munici- 
pality to the Cabinet for approval 
if people in both north and south 


Azraq areas approved the idea 

He called for setting up a com- 
mittee, which will comprise the 
Azraq administrative governor 
members of municipal council* 
and charity and cooperative 
societies, to follow up issues ol 
concern to the Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment. He also called fc: 
forming another committee, com- 
prising representatives of the 
ministries of agriculture, water 
and municipal affairs, to conduct 
a study on the fish farming pro- 
ject in the south Azraq area. 

The ministers also visited Al 
Halabat village, the Organic Fer- 
tilizers Factory and Al Dulaeii 
town where they heard demands 
by citizens and briefed them on 
the government's plans for their 
respective areas. 


Iraqi Airways travel agents 
discuss future plans in Amman 


for combating smoking and deal- 
ing with other social diseases. 

He also reviewed the King- 
dom's health achievements and 
its ongoing endeavours to ensure 
immunisation of women and chil- 
dren against diseases, measures 
to control tuberculosis and plans 
to fight smoking. 

Jordan, he said, continues to 
face immense health problems 
resulting from the return of hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
from Kuwait. Problems also 
occur due to the condition of the ( 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
rule. 

During his stay in Geneva, Dr. 
Jaljouli held meetings with va- 
rious delegates and the WHO 
regional office director to discuss 
foe negative health conditions in 
Jordan resulting from the Gulf 
crisis. 

He said that the question of 
setting up a Jerusalem hospital to 
serve the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories was dis- 
cussed in talks with the chairman 
of the Arab health ministers 
council. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Travel agents 
working for Iraqi Airways in 36 
countries around foe world began 
a two-day meeting in Amman 
Monday to discuss future 
strategies in the post-war era, and 
after Iraqi Airways stopped flying 
for about eight months due to the 
aggression on Iraq and the econo- 
mic embargo imposed on it since 
last August. 

Delegates to the meeting said 
that reactivating the Iraqi Air- 
ways fleet and increasing the 
national airlines revenues would 
be on top of tbe agenda. 

The agents will present their 
views about difficulties encoun- 
tered in reactivating the Iraqi 
Airways fleet and will discuss foe 
prospect of employing the aircraft 
to promote marketing operations 
and reactivate the tourism indus- 
try. 

Officials representing the Iraqi 
authorities have expressed hope 
that Iraqi Airways flights be- 
tween Baghdad and Amman 


would resume late this week or 
early next week, regardless of a 
clearance from foe U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee which monitors 
an international embargo on 
Iraq. 

According to official sources 
here, the flights between Amman 
and Baghdad will initially be used 
for humanitarian purposes, like 
carrying people who help with the 
post-war relief efforts and offi- 
cials who are involved in im- 
plementing U.N. resolutions on 
the Gulf. 

Iraqi officials bad said that at 
least two runways of Baghdad 
international airport were almost 
back in shape, and elementary 
ground to air communication 
facilities were resurrected in pre- 
paration for internal flights. 

In the absence of air links with 
Baghdad, due to the strain in 
relations between Iraq and Iran 
and Iraq and Turkey, Jordan has 
become the only entry point into 
Iraq. 


Among those attending^ the 
agents' meeting in Am map' were 
Husain Abu Gbazaleh, *Ro ya! 
Jordanian (RJ) director general, 
and his deputy Majdi Sabri. 

Following the opening session, 
Ismail Khalil, Iraqi Airways de- 
puty director for commercial op- 
erations, told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that Amman was 
chosen as a site for the meeting in 
a show of appreciation, on the 
part of Iraq, for the Jordanian 
stand vis-a-vis the Gulf war. 

“The Iraqi Airways have de- 
cided that Amman will be the 
starting point for its first flights 
after all the airlines' 14 planes 
have been returned to Baghdad,” 
Mr. Khalil said. 

The Iraqi Airways planes, he 
added, will be used to stimulate 
the tourism industry following a 
government decision to set up a 
special corporation to revive this 
industry and following another 
decision allowing Iraqis freedom 
to travel abroad. 


Jordan to attend APU meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to 
take part in the coming Arab 
Parliamentary' Union (APU) 
meeting, due to be held in Libya, 
to discuss the role of Arab parlia- 
ments in enhancing Arab unity 
and solidarity among Arab states. 

The announcement was made 
following a meeting here Monday 
between the LibyanAmbassador 
to Jordan Mohammad Baoush 
and Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Abdul Latif Ara- 


biyat who discussed the meeting 
scheduled to open on Saturday, 
May 25. 

The ambassador extended to 
Dr. Arabiyat an invitation to 
attend the APU meeting at the 
head of a Jordanian parliamen- 
tary delegation, said the 
announcement. It said that the 
Arab parliamentarians were also 
due to discuss means of concert- 
ing Arab efforts and stands in the 
face of challenges and dangers 
posed to the Arab Nation. 


Jordan to 
attend Caritas 

International 

meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Cari- 
tas is taking part in a week-long 
meeting by Caritas International, 
to open in Rome on May 23, to 
discuss Caritas activities around 
the world, with special focus on 
the activities conducted by Jor- 
dan Caritas in the Middle East. 

Jordan Caritas Director Father 
Mousa Adeli. who is participating 
in the meetings, said that ques- 
tions related to Caritas aid to 
displaced people, the refugees, 
victims of the Gulf and foe Mid- 
dle East wars would be discussed 
by foe participants from 156 Cari- 
tas branches around the world. 

He said the delegates also plan- 
ned to discuss poverty, foe killing 
disease AIDS and other problems 
facing Third World nations at 
present. 

Jordan Caritas had spent mil- 
lions of dollars in cash and in- 
kind assistance on foe evacuees 
from Iraq and Kuwait , and on 
the Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates returning here from foe 
Gulf zone in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis. 


VTC to mark 
Independence Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Labour 
Ministry’s Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) is participat- 
ing in the Kingdom's celebrations 
for Independence Day. which 
fells on May 25. by organising a 
comprehensive exhibition dis- 
playing works by trainees at its 
centers in various parts of the 
country. 

A VTC official said that foe 
exhibition, which will be held 
under the patronage of Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran at the 
Amman Municipality, on May 
27, would display items produced 
by students under training at the 
VTC centres* electrical, electro- 
nic, mechanical, auto repair, 
maintenance, refrigeration and 
air-condition, plumbing and 
wood work and construction 
workshops. 

The five-day exhibition, the 
official said, will also display sam- 
ples of work produced by appren- 
tices and job-seekers who are 
undergoing training at the VTC 
centres in order to take foe place 
of non-Jordanian labourers, spe- 
cially in tailoring, dressmaking, 
stone and marble cutting, tile 
production, bakeries and hotel 
management. 


“These are occupations mostly 
assumed by foreign workers and 
the VTC has been focusing atten- 
tion on turning out well trained 
Jordanians to take over from foe 
non-Jordanian foreign workers.” 
the official added. 

The VTC was established in 
1976 in order to meet the growing 
needs of the labour market in 
Jordan and to train skilled labour 
for various occupations here and 
abroad, the official said. 

“So far, foe VTC has turned 
out 33,200 trainees who had 
short, medium and long-term 
training courses," the official 
added. 

He said that for 1991 foe VTC 
centres are planning to turn out 
14,000 trainees who can take over 
jobs from the non-Jordanian 
workers, in line with the Labour 
Ministry's programmes of substi- 
tuting the foreigners with the 
local job-seekers. 

The prime minister issued a 
statement announcing Saturday 
May 25, as a public holiday on the 
occasion of foe Kingdom's Inde- 
pendence Day. All government 
departments and public institu- 
tions will be closed on tbat day. 
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PRIOR TO Sre GxsS? crisis, Jordan was oa its way to 
economic recovery sxier a series of adjustments In 

its fiscal and econosi: policies and intrcdocimg overdue 
reforms in them. Then &» iLwaiti issue erupted sweeping 
with it ail heps to rrrerce qalcEsly iihe country ’s economic 
and fiscal woes. SutictezSy lie sccaomy of Jordan once again 
dipped to all Hashes k>w and Jar a srhSe the Kingdom seemed 
| Breading for economic disaster, rortanaleiy, however, die 
I Jordaciaia economy proved once again (toot it is resilient and 
s robust ea-sagh to stand tb 2 challenge. Now that the Golf war 
t 5s behind us, there is a razs'-ed tteterinanataon to forge new 
[ economic and fiscal nancies that promise to push the 
{ nation’s economy cm i cf 2:3 efezng stagnaason and lead it 
cnee ggraa to rscoTcr;' end prosperity. 


No donbt pa rf and parcel oj plans being contemplated to 
nalsft the ecostomy is ths te^£&*2 pclky that 2Sre government 
Is invjted to review zni ricossSeer in the ESgfri of the 
experiences of the successful! induslriai nations of the world. 
There is no way tc generate easiness and commerce and 
even IndusirieJsalsKi In if- a coastey without an enlightened 
taxation policy that aims not to only to create employment 
opportunities hut afca energise the wheels of industry and 
trade in the country. The most defeating taxation policy that 
Amman may esvfBoga is :is szcrlsighted cue that aims to 
coifed revenues rijhc erd icf: 77?fe so da: consideration to 
the negative side eSTecto :•? rich imzaediate goals on the 
ov-era!! eccsomy. 7/£c; is zrgssSTy needed, instead, is a 
more EfceraS ace wraa jostion policy with a vision and a 
perspective tac£ can arc mete osstocss, enconrege indus- 
trialisation and generate: new employment opportunities. 
Such broad objectives cannot m raraksd without a taxation 
policy that esccn rages enpenditcres by Jordanian 
busiaessss and Sadh'r-iuc’i? :-r_ rrr^erj suca as sdvertising, 
peWic reSatiac cutTcrs. rsrssri :, croacsfisoed campaigns 
and eves trave*. Vnly >.y zil±3 szrs e^pssditares and 
ether related sriszrjc -:zz ir.'zc^rto oz the most liberal 
temto azd cczl'zcz^, rr: .!*.:• Jte;2 Lu~e to create additional 
eppertozi^es fer earzlzg rzz:d-:na3 ton revenues. The 
wheels of Jordsmhm acKteay iz a-u iis aspects and dimen- 
sions need £® be resserj i rl s visionary tax system. 

Now is tze SiiDs i:o zr "is- ihr.L 


Za ibis vein, ore cos2£ ”.113221 Jie estoblisiunant of a high 
blue ribbon ccmzhstoz ;:~f zf a2 sectors of Jorda- 
ntou fcrasizess sctfvrJies rife e view to reviewing toe existing 
taxation policy to Jordan :rd satesBt recommendations on 
rectiJViEg its ezisttog s£LT;r.r feutires. There as no country 
under toe sun toat s&zxs. m Zesl to zes-denaastog its economy 
and forged ahead wito :ts ecczaE^ic jp&saning without an 
equally modern and proyresrive toratioa policy as a baas 
for such ambitious ptozztoy. The proposed commission 
woskl he eotmsted to accomplish just that objective by 
balaadog coofiScttof criterir: to a bzranorioos Formula. Now 
is to? thus to create such a £ cdy ztoce ttoac is opportune to 
recGnslract the Jcris±a ecczczny on new foundations 
appropriate to toe dictates of toe nineties and beyond. 
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ISRAEL'S arrogance and rejeeden of the international commun- 
ity’s will cannot last for long should the United States decide that 


the frfiddle East must aiso come under the international intima- 
cy and enjoy peace and stability, said A! Ra’i Arabic daily 


Monday. There is only one international legitimacy which the 
Zionist enemy continues to reject, unless the U.S. Council 
resolutions are implemented, the paper noted. Only the United 
States holds the authority over questions related to security; 
justice and peace; and it can put an end to the sufferings of people 
in this region regardless of Shamir's continued rejections and bis 
settlement policies in Arab land, the paper stressed. It said that 
the world realises that t!v; Soviet Union and the other European 
nations can play a role In ending ihe Arab-Israeli conflict, but 
everyone realises that the meaningful roie in this matter can be 
played only by the United Stares which ought to impose its wiU 
and that of the world community on Shamir and bis government. 
The paper said that holding or. to other countries’ lands can by no 
means achieve peace; and the United States ought to force the 
Jewish state to renounce aggression and become a useful member 
of the world community net a source of danger to mankind. The 
paper urged Washington to work towards safeguarding America’s 
credibility as a superpower which supports the causes of justice, 
human dignity and security. 


Sawt AS Skocb daily rcrr>— snted cn King Hussein’s visit to 
Damascus and described it as the beginning of wide scale contacts 
on the part of Jordan to unify Arab ranks in the face of the 
ongoing efforts to end the .Arab-Israeli conflict. We believe that 
the Egyptian president’s visit to Damascus and the visit by PLO 
official Faroe!; A1 Caddcumi to Amman fall within the 
framework of concerted Arab endeavours to reach the aspired 
unified stand, said the daily. The King’s efforts to convene a 
meeting by the Arab countries directly involved in the Arab- 
Israeii conflict are timely and come at a moment when the Arab 
people of Palestine are confronting a war of genocide at the hands 
of the Zionist authorities. The paper said that the King’s visit to 
Damascus and his talks with the Syrian president served as 
another gesture by the monarch to warn the .Arabs of the need of 
a unified stand to confront Israel’s manoeuvres on the one hand 
and to be ready for ar.;- pace? o!r.ns or. the other, it said it was 
high ikee for the U.S. : r:s;rr.:. ; rr ih-ten to one Arab voice 
and ‘to see a united Arab sl’-.ad; "ii is time for the Arabs to 
confront the Israeli :n;rcr.s iger.ee with cr.e united effort and abort 
the Jewish state’s s:;zcris;cr.iit ars:— i. 



By Rami G. Khoifft 


Militarisation and pauperisation of 


WHILE the Middle East still calculates the true human and 
political costs of the recent Gulf war, first estimates are providing 
a gr ueso me picture of the ultimate financial cost of the crisis to the 
Arabs. The calculations, and the political reality they represent, 
provide sobering food for thought about the total dimensions of 
the Gulf conflict. 

Those of us who take a historical view of events and who 
believe in the national integrity of the Arab people have long 
argued that one of the main reasons for Arab failure, collapse and 
humiliation has been the exploitation of this region’s natural and 
financial resources by the predominantly western superpowers of 
this-world. The total financial cost of the Gulf conflict supports 
the contention that the war should be properly analysed within 
the perspective of the scramble for resources between the affluent 
north and the poor south. Within this context, massive military 
s ates to the Middle East play a prominent role in transferring 
wealth from the poor to the rich. 

While complete figures will not be dear for a while yet. initial 
estimates place the finandal cost of the Gulf crisis at around £400 
billion. This includes the cost of the nearly seven-month-long 
confrontation, the 40-day war. lost business and family incomes 
during the crisis, and the cost of reconstructing war damage in 
kuwait, Iraq and neighbouring countries. If the additional 
anticipated costs of establishing new “security" systems in the 
region are added to the equation, the ultimate real cost of the 
conflict 'could easily top $500 billion. This compares to total gross 
domestic product of all the Arab countries of $375 billion in 1988. 

Not only will the Arabs spend most of this £500 billion price tag 
on rebuilding infrastructural and oil installations which they had 
already paid for once. This money will also deprive the Arab 
countries of investments in water, agriculture, productive indus- 
tries and needed social services, and the bulk of it will flow back 
to the industrialised western countries in the form of arms and 
industrial contracts. 

Such a massive net transfer of resources out of the Arab World 
will further pauperise a Middle East region which finds itself at 
the tail end of a seven-year-old regional recession which has seen 
per capita incomes in most Arab countries fall steadily in real 
terms since 1983. Most of the Arab countries, especially those in 
the Gulf, are buying poverty and perpetual dependence on the 
western powers. 

To make matters even worse, the heightened political insecur- 
ity and instability of the region will usher in a renewed period of 
long-term capital flight, as Arab private savings and government 
funds gravitate to safer deposits and investments in the industrial- 
ised countries. An estimated $25 billion in capital flight took place 
daring the recent crisis, and I doubt any of it has trickled back yet. 
In tire next few years, the governments of several Arab 
oil-producing states will find themselves transformed instantly 
from net creditors to net borrowers. 

The Saudi Arabian government, burdened by war commit- 
ments of some $65 billion, has already borrowed around S3.5 
billion from international banks, and has given Saudi Arabian 
public sector corporations the green light to tap the world credit 
markets. Saudi Arabia’s state budget deficit was projected at $6.6 
billion last year, but because of war- related spending it ballooned 
to over SIS billion, and is expected to nearly double again this 


year. 


This transformation of the region into a wholesale debtor 
comes at a pariculariy trying moment, when new international* 
creditworthiness and capital adequacy rules established by the 
Basel-based Bank for International Settlements will make lending 
by interaationaf banks to Arab parties more difficult, mid more 
expensive for the borrowing countries or corporations. 

Massive spending on armaments in recent- years is a major 
cause of the Arab World's economic problems today. The Middle 
East is the world’s most militaristic region, leading the world 
tables in several categories. Recent American, British and IMF 
studies point out the leading role that arms purchases play in 
bringing the Arab World to a state of financial vulnerability. 
During the last decade, when the Arab World was widely 
perceived to be a rich region, total Arab foreign debt increased 
from around £20 billion to over $200 billion, much of it to boy 


arms. 


We think that the Arab World is an 
astounding cash cow — the West milks us 
for our oil and natural resources, pays us 
in cash, and then milks us again by taking 
that cash in return for selling os arms and 
other things that have not helped bring 
Arab stability, national identity or deep 
and balanced economic progress. 


Arab countries also have the world s 
total population, with an average of 15 s^era P» 
populationduring the period 197^88 (the highest beragln*q« 
3gjand Syria at 34 soldiers per thousand population). The. 
pan-Arab average of 15 soldiere per 1,000 population compare to 
11.6 in Europe, 8.7 in North America and 5.2 m East 
Clearly, something is wrong in an Arab World which spends^ 
mote on militarism that any other part of the world, yet b unable, 
to en joy stability and peace. feonrraBtajy spending really geared 
to assuring our security? Oris it amply one of tirenwre succesaair. 
mAiK by -which toe post-colonial, post-WWI Arab World h as ? 
been exploited by toe western powers as a profitable sotm^ oL 
money? T-T 

What should we think when we see that in the past 13 yea rs tog; 
Arabs have spent some $650 billion on defence and secunly, tney- 
recently financed most of the war costs in the Gulf, they shaflhaye 
spent a total of some $400-5500 billion on the war and its- 
aftennatb — and almost all of this mcriiey, in one way or another,' 
finds its way bade to western banks, investments, industrial aptf. 
service contracts, food sales, and arms deals? " 


During the period 1978 and 1988. total Arab arms purchases 
from abroad were worth some $220 billion (in constant 1988 
dollars), most of which were imported from the leading industrial- 
ised countries. The leading arms buyers were Iraq ($66 billion). 
Saudi Arabia ($40 billion), Syria ($29 billion), Libya (£23 billion) 
and Egypt ($14 billion). Total Arab arms imports averaged 16.6 
per cent of total Arab imports, the highest ratio in toe world 
(followed by Sooth Asia at 11.3 per cent Africa at 8.8 per cent and 
Latin America at 3.8 per cent. 

In the 1975-88 period, total Arab military expenditures 
averaged 11 per cent of total Arab gross national product (GNP), 
compared to 5.7 per cent for the United States, 3.4 per cent for 
India. 2.5 per cent for Spain and iess than 1 per cent for Mexico. 
Security and defence spending consistently accounts for an 
average of 25 per cent of Arab central government spending, 
reaching 55 per cent in Syria and Oman, 42 per cent in the UAE, 
and 33 per cent in Bahrain, Libya and Qatar. By the mid-1980s, 
Arab countries accounted for nine of the world’s top 13 countries 
in terms of military spending relative to GNP. 

Recent IMF and International Institute of Strategic Studies 
(London) figures also show that toe Arab states have the world's 
highest absolute military expenditures, ranging from Iraq's $28.60 
spent on defence from every $100 of government earnings, 
followed by Oman ($19.50)1, Saudi Arabia (S18.19), and Syria 
($11.21). 


This is, of course, a white man’s game, a monopoly of tfienOrtiL 
When the Egyptians, in their deep national perplexity, thought; 
they were Texans and offered to rent their army to protect- toe* 
Gulf states, they thought they bad hit the jackpot. They danced; 
all toe way to Hafr A1 Batin, their hips and their honour swaying. - 
wildly in toe warm breeze of the Guff. But it proved an i fll.wnkL 
The money was a mirage. The Arab big spenders wanted, to 
’import their protectors, fike their cars and air conditioners, from 
the North Atlantic. This was a game devised by the West, to profit 
the West. Arab pretenders who thought they could intisde in to 
toe money were to be disappointed, if not humiliated. ;• ' 

The western powers wanted Arab cover to drum up a fake 
“coalition,” to make their armada of the 1990s look like al 
respectable international effort. It was no such thing. Morocco', 
discovered toe real world during the Gulf crisis, when hundreds of 
thousands of Moroccans defied their leader with street marches, 
and suddenly Morocco's participation in the coalition went Bmp, 
Egypt learned its lesson earlier this month, when it withdrew its ' 
forces from toe Gulf because it learned that in toe world of toe 
American Central Command, there is no place for Egyptians or 
Arabs. Others in the area will also learn, toe troth, mdudihg 
Turkey and Syria, and the truth will hurt them. Superpowers da 
not make “coalitions” with smaller countries of poor, dark- 
skinned, Muslim peoples. Urey play games with them. They use 
them, make money out of them, ami discard them when they no 
longer need them. The S4O0-S5OO billion cost of toe Guff war is 
already flowing back to the American Treasury department and 
to private companies in England and the United States, and it will 
flow for many years. 

For the West, this is a very profitable game, ft’s no wonder that 
toe British were the first to draw up tire rules of the game when - 
they mapped out the post-colonial order in this region after Work! 
War One — and that British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd was 
one of toe first western officials into the Gulf in the wake of the 
war to drum op new business. The amazing thing is that many 
Arab countries still play the game. But for how long? At what cost 
in Arab lives, dignity and self-respect? 


Blaming others for self-inflicted ills 


By George Shadroni 


CAIRO — It is time Arabs stop- 
ped bemoaning imperialism and 
Israeli conspiracies and. as toe 
American singer Michael Jackson 
might say. rake a hard look at the 
man in toe mirror. 

What would they see? For star- 
ters: 

A dictatorship still alive and 
well in Iraq. CNN is no longer 
broadcasting on my television 
these days, but I will assume that 
Palestinians. Jordanians and 
Sudanese are not cheering the 
deaths of 1,000 Kurds a day. 


A rising tide of extremism and 
intolerance, perhaps to be ex- 
pected during times of war — but 
only if one accepts that Saddam 
Hussein was someone on whose 
behalf energy and even life 
should be expended. 

Corruption epitomised, 
perhaps, by the emir in Kuwait, 
who initially seemed more wor- 
ried about his gold-plated bath- 
room fixtures than about toe in- 
ternal problems in his devastated 
country. 

An economic disaster in the 
making from the Atlantic Ocean 
to toe Gulf. Though Arabs barely 
trade with one another, you will 
find elites spending fortunes in 
Europe, investing billions in toe 
United States and lounging in 
five-star hotels and expensive 
London restaurants in an empty 
attempt to be “stylish." 


Rigid class structures, the sys- 
tematic repression of women, 
stifling bureaucracies and an un- 
willingness among many citizens 


to embrace manual labour as a 
healthy and worthy pursuit for 
rich and poor alike. 

A Sudanese government is 
shambles, a Lebanese govern- 
ment dominated by Syria, a Sy- 
rian government without a spark 
of democracy, an Algerian gov- 
ernment on the verge of fun- 
damentalist retrogression, a 
Jordanian people embracing ex- 
tremism, a Palestinian movement 
betraying its highest ideals. 

Why go on? 

Those who seek to blame the 
West and Israel for all of this 
have either lost touch with reality 
or hope to further mislead the 
Arab masses in order to protect 
their own interest in toe status 
quo. Even if it were true that this 
all stems from a grand conspiracy 
(and it isn't), one would have to 
wonder how it is that Arab lead- 
ers cannot but step into the mine 
fields laid by their adversaries. 
Periiaps the time has come for 
free elections and change of the 
sort witnessed recently in Eastern 
Europe. 

The post-Gulf war situation is 
not unlike that which faced the 
Arab World after the 1967 war, 
when Arab leaders and intellec- 
tuals all over toe world asked a 
terrifying question; What ails us? 
All kinds of theories were formu- 
lated — the failure of Islam, toe 
failure to embrace Islam, a West- 
ern conspiracy against the Arabs, 
an inability to modernise, the 
second class political status of 
women. One scholar went so far 
as to cite the toilet training of 
children. 

But no one more accurately or 


eloquently summed up toe prob- 
lem than Cecil Hourani. in an 
essay entitled “The Moment of 
Truth.'* Hourani placed theblame 
for the Arab World’s dilemma 
right where it belonged — on the 
Arabs and their psychological 
obsession with Israel. 


I do not mean to suggest that 
Israel is not responsible for some 
of the problems in the region. 
Israel and its proponents have 
destroyed hundreds of Palestinian 
villages and thousands of homes; 
they have perpetrated acts of 
terrorism and systematically 
violated the human rights of 
many Arabs; their invasion of 
Lebanon was essentially unpro- 
voked and led to toe massacre of 
thousands of people. But, at toe 
risk of blaming the victim, it is 
nevertheless fair to speculate — 
as Hourani did — on why the 
Arabs have allowed themselves 
to be constantly put in a position 
where their victimisation becom- 
es a matter of course. 


For example, one would think 
that war as a credible weapon 
against Israel or toe West had 
been discredited, if only because 
of the realities of power. And yet, 
Arab states continue to devote 
tremendous resources to war, 
supposedly in the name of con- 
taining Israel, though toe main 
victims wind up being Kuwaitis, 
Kurds. Palestinians, fun- 
damentalists, leftists and Shia, 
many of whom have had the 
temerity to challenge a ruling 
regime. 

Almost without exception, ev- 
ery war has either left Israel 



stronger than before or left toe 
Arabs as a whole weaker, except, 
ironically, the one war in which 
Israel never faced an army fielded 
by an Arab state — the 1982 
invasion o r Lebanon. 

The intifada had just started to 
reshape toe dynamics of the situa- 
tion in toe occupied territories 
when Saddam screamed “war," 
and half toe Arab World -and the 
majority of Palestinians stood up, 
saluted and committed political 
and military suicide. Millions of 
Arabs who once embraced Nas- 
ser. who at least had a legitimate 
vision, turned to Saddam Hus- 
sein, whose great accomplish- 
ments to date include toe destruc- 
tion of three Middle East coun- 
tries, toe deaths of perhaps a 
million people and the near de- 
vastation of the regional economy 
and environment. 

Had the Arabs followed 
Hourani’s advise, they would 
have spent the past 20 years 
playing to their inherent strengths 
— fostering regional economic 
development; letting demog- 
raphic realities take their course; 
applying international pressure 
and allowing pluralism' and toler- 
ance to take root in their own 
homelands. 

“The most immediate and ur- 
gent problems which face nearly 
all the Arab countries are those 
involved with establishing the 
iminimum conditions on which a 
modern society may eventually 
by built," Hourani wrote. “We 
have vast territories, enormous 
natural resources, and vital 
strategic positions ... What we 
cannot afford is to have oo polity at all: to 
be nnaWe to support the conditions of war. 
and incapable of profiting fromtbe advan- 
tages of peace.” 

It is not too late for Arab socie- 
ty to escape this ycle of self- 
destruction and set ! itself on a 
tough, but realistic course. 

A few ideas: 

The Kuwaitis and Saudis, not 
to mention elites throughout the 
region, could do something con- 
structive by pouring money into 
useful projects and institutions 
rather than meaningless consum- 
er goods and a decadent lifestyle. 
For example, during the 1960s 
there was a great deal of discus- 
sion about building desalinisation 
plants in order to meet toe water 
demands in the Levant. 

Desalinisation plants, paid for 

by toe United States, Japan and 
the Gulf states (after they repair 
damage to their own .region), 
could eliminate an explosive issue 
and address a basic need in the 
area. What does it matter if 
Israelis benefit? Why -should 
Arabs go thirsty while Israelis 
siphon off tbeir water, which is 
the scenario unfolding? strive the- 
problem for everyone and you 
solve the problem. 


The Arab League could do 
something bold for a change by 
setting up an investment fund to 
which countries in the region and 
around toe world cor' -^bute. The 
fund would be use' *- develop 
stronger democratic institutions 
and economies. Grants would be 
tied to concrete advancements in 
human rights and democratisa- 
tion. 

Arab intellectuals from 
throughout toe region could bold 
a conference at which they 
formulate their own ideas on how 
to rebuild the Arab Nation -and 
end the state of conflict. They 
could start by collectively advo- 
cating a free press and denounc- 
ing torture, tyranny and anti- 
democratic measures by any and 
all who practice them. 

The Arab states must recognise 
Israel’s right to exist and extend 
to Israel toe band of peace. This 
is the strongest diplomatic card 
•the Arabs have and uie time to 
play it is now, while the world is 
sincerely committed to ending the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. I suspect 
much of the world, already 
annoyed with Israeli intransi- 
gence, would move behind toe 
Arabs in a concerted effort to 
push Israel into a more flexible 
stance. 

Houranfs basic concern lin- 
gers: Is the need to humble Israel 
more important to Arabs than 
their own economic and political 
health? If the answer is yes, then 
Arabs will continue to be the 
victims of dictators whose only, 
daim to legitimacy is a desire to 
wage war (and doing it badly at 
that) and otoere who seek to 
exploit toe region rather than 
promote it independence and 


Prosperity. • . . 

Not even toemiusticesdaneto 
toe Palestinians warrant endless 
warfare at toe expense of 200 
million people from toe Atlantic 
to toe Indian oceans. And, it 
could be convincingly argued, the 
Palestinians - themselves would 
have benefited far more bad they 
chosen an aggressive but nonvio- 
lent course in their quest for 
self-determination and a home- 
land. There is no guarantee, in 
the end, that Israel wffl choose peace 
over land. The Arabs cannot — 
however just their claims — force 
toe United Nations or toe world 
powers to usher in a Palestinian 
state. They cannot force Israel to 
return the occupied territories to 
its owners. But toe Arab World 
need not, as it struggles with the 
diplomatic and political realities 
of the day, languish in a state of 
badtwanfaes, corruption and 
tyranny. 

As Hourani wrote: “The fate 
and the peace of the Near East 
should not be left to the initiative 
of Israel alone. Even if Israel opts 
for a dosed, exclusive type of 
society, and rejects the Arabs as 
fellow-citizens, we should not do 
toe same ... For in their hearts 
they know that a dosed, exclu- 
sive, fanatic Israel can never co- 
exist with an open, liberal, toler- 
ant Arab sodety .... Our greatest 
victory will be the day when the 
Jews in Palestine will prefer to 
live. in an Arab sodety rather 
than in an Israeli one. It is up to 
us to make that possible.” 


George Shadroui is the managing 
editor of the Middle East Titnes- 
■Egypt Edition, from which this 
article is reprinted. 


LETTERS 


Where is the local input? 


To The Editor 


I RECENTLY returned from abroad. I opened toe May 16 
Weekender expectantly because I was looking forward to reading 
E. Yaghi’s column. It wasn't there. I hope that does not mi»an i hat 
it is no longer part of your paper. It has been a weekly item for a 
long time now, and I enjoy having local input in the paper. You 
used to have a column called “Focus" by Mariam Shahin that I 
also looked forward to with pleasure, but that has been gone fora 
tong itnne. Nermeen Murad had a column called “Diary" that was 
always fun to read, but that is gone too. 

I like the Weekender. There is often good material from the' 
international press offered. Sometimes it is of interest to me and 
sometimes not, but there is always something I am glad that I 
I V< i ™ d - M °re , ocal input would enrich it. E. Yaghi'fcoiumn is 
local, fresh, and interesting. I do not always agree with it, but that 
Bpart of the value. It is stimulating to have a chance to see thing* 
from another point of view, and it is well and sensitively written 


Barbara Yates 
P.O. Box 926967- 

Aromnn 
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Portugal supports U.S.-led efforts 


(Continued front page !) 

the Middle East and noted that as 
Portugal is a European Commun- 
ity member it can only support 
the collective decisions which 
were passed by the community 
over the Middle East questions 
oyer the past years. He said that 
his country would give impetus to 
all efforts designed to bring about 
peace. 

“We feel that there is an 
opportunity now to push the 
peace process forward, and we 
have to provide more effort to 
reach not only the ending of the 
conflict but to reach a compre- 
hensive peace in the region.'* he 
said. 

Europe has sought a role in the 
proposed peace conference, a 
position supported by Arab states 
and the Palestinians, who want 
the talks to have as much interna- 
tional involvement as possible. 

Israel has maintained that U.S. 
and Soviet backing for the confer- 
ence is sufficient. 

Mr. Dens Pinheiro visited Syria 
on Sunday and met with Presi- 
dent Hafez A! Assad and Minis- 
ter of State Naser Kaddour. They 
discussed the Middle East peace 
efforts and relations between 
Syria and the EC. 

In a departure statement, the 
Portugese minister said: 

“My objectives were to discuss 
with the Jordanian authorities the 
current situation in the Middle 
East olns the relation between 
the EC and the region, and, 
“this particular case, with Iordan, 
taking into account recent de- 
velopments, but essentially future 
prospects. And I could benefit 
from listening to my colleague 
and to His Majesty because a 
very good picture was given to 


me, a very clear one on the main 
issues which ought to be addres- 
sed now and ought ro be consi- 
dered in the future.” 

On Portugal’s stand on Israel’s 
refusal to accept the participation 
of the EC in a peace conference, 
he said: “My impression is that 
Israel will accept full participa- 
tion of the EC. I am persuaded of 
that.” 

Mr. Masri said: 

“Portugal will become member 
of the European Troika as of July 
and thus will have an important 
role to play. It will also become 
chairman of the EC as of next 
January. Therefore rhe minister’s 
visit to Jordan was not only be- 
cause Portugal is part of Europe, 
but also because it will have a 
leading position in Europe in the 
coming year. 

“As the Portugese minister 
said, Portugal is a small country 
which is far from the region. ]t 
does not have close relations with 
us, but it started showing various 
interests. These interests will be 
crystallised bilaterally with the 
countries of the region. 

“The Portugese minister 
wanted ro know Jordan's views 
concerning the Palestinian issue, 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
current peace efforts. He will also 
be acquainted with the stands of 
the countries which he already 
visited or will visit to have the full 
picture of what is going on when 
Portugal joins the EC. So the 
visiting official's talks here con- 
centrates on Jordan's views, the 
peace process , coordination 
among Arab states on the peace 
process... all of these were the 
issues the Portugese minister dis- 
cussed in his meeting with His 
Majesty King Hussein and with 
me later.” 


Yemenis divided over Gulf crisi ? policy 


Barzani is ‘very satisfied 9 


(Continued from page 1) 


They were deployed by the 
United Nations Sunday to try to 
cr&ate a climate of calm to en- 
courage refugees to come back. 

The group is the vanguard of 
400 to 500 U.N. security men to 
be stationed throughout Iraq as a 
confidence-building measure. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported that a mass demonstra- 
tion took place in the Dohuk 
region Sunday In protest against 
the foreign presence, in the area. 

American, and allied troops 
created their “safe haven** "far 
Kurdish refugees in northern Iraq 


without Baghdad's consent. The 
U.N. guards who arrived Sunday 
came by agreement with the gov- 
ernment. 

“The demonstrators declared 
they supported President Saddam 
Hussein and stood behind his 
leadership to maintain Iraq’s 
dignity and pride," said the ENA 
report. 

‘ It said the protest was held in 
Dohuk governorate but did not 
say where. The province has an 
area of 8,800 square kilometres 
much of it now under Western 
control. 

. INA said part of the demon- 
stration was shown on Baghdad 
Television. 


U.N. sets up damages fund 

(Continued from page 1) 

Netherlands, are other candi- terms of an April 3 Security Conn- 
dates. cii resolution they are do be partiaf- 

Sanctions were imposed against |y lifted once Baghdad’s weapons of 
Iraq on Aug. 6, four days after its mass destruction are scrapped and 
invasion of Kuwait But under a compensation fond is set up. 

Lahd unhappy with treaty 


(CoBttamed Cram page 1) 

Major-General Lahd told a 
news conference at bis command 
headquarters in the South Leba- 
non town of Marjayoun that sign- 
ing the treaty would be a “disas- 
ter" that “wifi make Lebanon a 
Syrian satellite and would gra- 
dually lead to Lebanon's extinc- 
tion.” 

His remarks Were broadcast by 
* his Voice of the South radio 
station. 

Gen. Lahd commands the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), a 
3, 000-man militia equipped and 
funded by Israel. The SLA and 
about 1,000 Israeli troops jointly 
petrol an enclave, which Israel 
has continued to occupy in South 
Lebanon since it withdrew from 
land farther north in 1985. 

Israel regards the “security 
zone” as a buffer against guerrilla 
raids. . 

Gen. ij»hd said ratification of 
the treaty “will also mean that 
there will be no implementation 
of UN. resolution 425”— a 1978 
Security Council measure calfing 
for Israel's unconditional with- 
drawal from South Lebanon. 

“The treaty sets the grouncL 
for Syria ft) annex Lebanon,” 
t* Gen. Lahd said. “We cannot 
allow that and cannot . conse- 
quently ask Israel to withdraw 
from South Lebanon.” 

. Syria has been the main power 
broker in Lebanon since rt de- 
ployed 40,000 troops here under 
a 1976 Arab League peacekeep- 
ing mandate. Its tr oops patrol 
half of Lebanon’s territory. ^ 

It has pressured the country s 
to surrender their arms to 
the government in Une with the 
nisw peace plan, which has so far 
allowed the army to extend its 
control over one-quarter or toe 

CO presdent Hrawi’s government 
on Wednesday approved me 
draft treaty, which provides ror 
cooperation in political, 
^.economy 4 culture and foreign 


The Syrian cabinet approved 
the draft treaty Saturday. 

Reports in the Beirut press said 
Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Assad were 
due to sign it at a summit confer- 
ence in Damascus within the next 
two days. 

It will be the first such treaty 
between the two countries mice 
their independence from France 
in the 1940s. 


By Mariam Isa 
Reuter 

SANAA — Yemeni officials say 
they have no regrets over Sanaa's 
pro-Iraq stance that ended vital 
financial aid from neighbouring 
Gulf Arab states and led to the 
expulsion of nearly a million 
Yemeni expatriates. 

But some people in the poorest 
state in the Arabian peninsula are 
publicly criticising the govern- 
ment. They say its Gulf policies 
had worsened the severe econo- 
mic crisis in Yemen, which cele- 
brates its first anniversary of uni- 
ty between north and south on 
Wednesday. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Karim 
A] Iryani said Saudi Arabia and 
its allies in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — Sanaa’s main 
financial donors — were 
punishing Yemen for what he 
described as its neutral stand in 
the crisis. 

He said the GCC states were 
refusing to open a dialogue with 


Yemen, white talks had never 
stopped with the United States, 
which led the military coalition 
that evicted Iraq from Kuwait last 
February. 

“Had we known 20 years ago 
that this money would be used 
towards the end (as) they (GCC) 
had in mind. I would, personally, 
wish Yemen had never taken it,” 
he told Reuters in an interview. 

“Had they accepted Yemen to 
be neutral we would never have 
suffered a single problem. But 
they wanted us to come with 
them to the front line and kill or 
be killed — they wanted us to 
join the allied coalition against 
Iraq,” he said. 

Yemen, at the time tbe only 
Arab member of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, condemned Iraq's 
conquest of Kuwait last August 2 
but voted against a resolution 
authorising the use of force 
against Baghdad. 

Iryani said Sanaa had abstained 
from voting on other U.N. re- 
solutions against Iraq only be- 


cause they created a “total bias" 
for the United States and its 
allies. 

“Today we don't regret any 
resolution to which we said no or 
to which we said yes. Yemen was 
convinced, righdy or wrongly, 
that Iraq could be made, not 
persuaded, to withdraw from 
Kuwait without war." he said. 

Sanaa has respected a U.N. 
trade embargo against Iraq but 
western diplomats say it had linie 
choice. 

Critics and opposition leaders 
have urged the government to 
mend fences with the Gulf Arab 
states, saying that Yemen, an 
impoverished state of 11 million 
people, was the main loser. 

But Iryani said such a step was 
impossible because some GCC 
states — Oman being a notable 
exception — had closed the door 
to dialogue during the crisis. 

He said Yemen was now back 
on “absolutely good terms" with 
Egypt and Syria, Arab members 
of the anti-Iraq alliance. 

Relations were also good with 


European nations and Sanaa was 
"mending fences” with the Un- 
ited States because the dialogue 
berween the two countries had 
never been interrupted, he said. 

“There is a tremendous differ- 
ence between coming to someone 
who refused 2 dialogue with you a 
few months ago and someone 
who was in dispute with you but 
kept the dialogue open,” Iryani 
said. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Tens of thousands of Yemenis 
took to the streets during the 
crisis, denouncing U.S. President 
George Bush and calling King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak as 
U.S. agents. 

The critics say this was the final 
straw for GCC members — 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia. Qatar. 
Bahrain, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

“I think what really upset ev- 


erybody was the demonstrations 
... we gave nothing materially to 
Iraq," Mohammad Abulahoum, 
parliament member from former 
north Yemen and chairman of the 
body's ennomic comr^rtee told 
Reuters. 

“The way we presented 
ourselves was very bad — there 
were demonstrations with bad 
caricatures of heads of state, we 
threw stones at embassies," said 

Abdul Rahman A1 Jifri, a south- 
erner who heads the League of 
Sons of Yemen, an opposition 
party. 

“The demonstrations were 
directed by the T.V. and govern- 
mer staff had permission to go. 
We . rould have done nothing.” 
he said. 

“Yemen should have adopted a 
policy which protected the in- 
terests of its citizens ... and 
Yemeni immigrants in the Gulf 
area." said opposition leader 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussein al 
Abmar, head of the powerful 
Hashid tribal confederation in 
northern Yemen on the Saudi 


border. 

Up 10 a million Yemenis, main- 
ly from Saudi Arabia, returned 
home penniless after the oil-rich 
kingdom withdrew special resi- 
dence and wor 1 : privileges for 
Yemenis last October. 

Officials say the exodus dou- 
bled Yemen's unemployment 

rate to 30 per cent and the subse- 
quent loss of expatriate remitt- 
ances dried up its main source of 
foreign currency. 

Mr. Iryani estimated Yemen’s 
total losses from the Gulf crisis at 
56 billion. These included Yeme- 
ni property abandoned in Saudi 
Arabia, be said. 

He said Yemen was close to 
settling a long-running border 
dispute with Oman, a GCC mem- 
ber which often mediates for the 
group and took a softer line 
towards Iraq in the crisis. 

“We both agreed to pur the 
crisis behind us and we almost 
have a date to get together. De- 
finitely we will resolve our border 
dispute." he said. 


Hundreds of cholera cases in Iraq BBC WOrld Service television is COHling 


(Continued from page I) 

carried into the counny by people 
returning from the Haj in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia. 

He described the latest out- 
break as an epidemic and said 
authorities believed “it is im- 
ported from Turkey and Iran 
because of the population move- 
ment.” 

Taial Ibrahim Alio, the direc- 
tor of Qadisiyah hospital, said he 
had no problem treating cholera. 

A shortage of drugs because of 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq had 
been resolved since foreign 
medical aid began arriving in 
mid-April, he added. 

Two cholera patients at the 
hospital on Monday, a brother 
and sister aged five and seven, 
contracted the disease eating un- 
washed apples, according to their 
mother. 

Qadisiyah hospital serves Sad- 
dam Gty, a run-down district of 


one million Shiites named after 
President Saddam Hussein on the 
outskirts of Baghdad. Sanitation 
in the area has traditionally been 
poor. 

Mr. Murzi has changed his 
view of the cholera threat since 10 
days ago. when he said he was not 
too worried about the danger of 
the disease spreading with the 
onset of summer heat. He said his 
assessment now "changed daily.” 

Iraq has restored some electric- 
ity and water supplies since the 
Gulf war air attacks on power 
stations paralysed generating 
capacity. 

But Mr. Murzi said the limited 
amount of electricity available 
was now being spread more thinly, 
as more towns and cities were 
reconnected to the national grid. 

He said Health Ministry offi- 
cials told him on Monday that no 
sewage processing plants were 
working in Iraq because they 
consumed so much electricity. 


It is 1990 GXfTi You can bear tbe Lilliburlero theme that 
introduces every BBC World Service radio news bulletin on tbe 
hour. But this version, slightly different, heralds BBC World 
Service Television. A satellite channel that aims to become, like 
its radio counterpart, a true world service. Vicky Payne from the 
BBC went to find out more. 

IT IS the evening news. But no Sion Centre, the news is. set to 
one living in Britain will see it. combine the best of the World's 
This bulletin on BBC World Ser- Services editorial perspective on 
vice Television (WSTV) is unique international stories with the xele- 
because it has been specially com- vision service's production tech- 
piled for an international audi- expertise. 


Palestinians mark massacre 


(Continued from page X) 
nan's Bekaa Valley to protest 
their expulsions from the Gaza 
Strip, the relief agency said Mon- 
day. 

The four, accused of anti- 
Israeli violence, were expelled 
Saturday. They spent the night at 
the headquarters of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine and then requested a move 
to the Red Cross office. 


On Sunday, they held a sit-in 
and appealed to international 
organisations to help stop Israeli 
repression in the occupied terri- 
tories, an International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
official in Beirut said. 

The four men, all from the 
G-za Strip, are Jamal Abu 
Habel, 43, Muein Msalam, 31, 
Hashem AH Dahlan, 31, and 
Jamal Abu Jadyan, 33. 


Iraq lodges complaint at U.N, 


(Continued from page 1) 

their country, bringing the total 
□umber of refugees who have left 
the province to 100,000. 

More than 1.1 million Iraqis 
fled to Iran after tbe army 
crushed Kurdish and Shiite Mus- 
lim rebellions in northern and 
southern Iraq. 

The refugees began returning 
three weeks ago after Western 
forces set up safe havens zone for 
Kurds in northern Iraq and Kur- 
dish rebel chiefs reported prog- 
ress in autonomy talks with the 
government in Baghdad. 

Ikka Uusitalo, representative 
of the League of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies in. 


Tehran, told a news conference in 
Geneva Friday that between 
.8,000 and 10,000 refugees were 
returning from Iran each day and 
the population in Iranian refugee 
camps had dropped to 850,000. 

IRNA said another 100,000 re- 
fugees in Bakhtaran bad applied 
to return but a shortage of vehi- 
cles to drive them to the border 
from refugee camps slowed down 
their movement. 

Bakhtaran, bordering Iraqi 
Kurdistan, was at one point host 
to more than 400,000 Iraqi re- 
fugees. 

IRNA quoted a province 
health official as saying 796 re- 
fugee babies had been bom in 
Bakhtaran hospitals. 


ence, not a domestic one. In fact, 
just as is the case on World Service 
radio, a British story might not be 
included at all-unless the editorial 
team believes it warrants cover- 
age within a worldwide context. 

The idea for WSTV was first 
seriously mooted six years ago. 
Last December the project got 
the go-ahead. It is funded by 
money from BBC Enterprises, 
which is the commercial arm of 
the BBC. 

The channel is on air 18 hours a 
day (12 at weekends) and the 
schedulers are in the enviable 
position of being able to fill these 
hours with the cream of the 
BBCs output: drama, situation 
comedies, soap operas, 
documentaries, and current 
affairs and nature programmes to 
name but a few. There are also 
regular slots from BBC English, 
the language-teaching section 
from World Service radio. Much 

!*.h: •. put will have subtitles to 
help viewers for whom English is 
a second language. 

At present, the service is being 
carried on the Intelstat VI satel- 
lite. Nearly a million households 
are receiving it, mainly via cable 
networks in Europe. 

Tbe formula for WSTV is one 
that die sales team believe will 
prove more than attractive to 
would-be buyers. Jeff Hazell, 
director of sales and distribution, 
is saying to the cable companies 
that “you cannot run a serious 
cable network without World 
Service Television.” The new 
schedule, he continues, is so far- 
ranging and attractive that it has 
already encouraged a swift and 
enthusiastic response from view- 
ers. 

The news, as with its radio 
counterpart on World Service, is 
a key ingredient of the new out- 
put. Put together by a team that 
was handpicked from Bush 
House (home of BBC World 
‘ Service), and from BBC Televi- 


World Service Television news 
is made especially for an interna- 
tional audience. It is not a wa- 
tered down version of a domestic 
bulletin. The team can draw on 
the immense resources of the 
BBCs newsgathering services — 
the biggest in the world — and 
call on some, 45 correspondents 
based in, over 30 countries. This 
gives it the edge over competitors 
like the American-owned CNN. 

Editor John Ramsland, a 
senior Bush House newsman, 
knows his audience. Within 12 
weeks of getting the go-ahead, he 
had built his team, not to mention 
a newsroom from which to oper- 
ate, chosen his presenters and 
started to produce the first prog- 
rammes. 

Ramsland’s brief was to create 
for television what World Service 
had done so successfully for 
radio: the news programme 
would be story-led regardless of 
whether there were pictures to go 
with it or not. 

Ramsland is quick to point out 
that since they started in March, 
“there has not been one occasion 
when we could not lead with the 
story we wanted. If there is a 
problem with pictures, there are 
ways around it: graphics, library 
footage and good commenta- 
tors.” 

Tbe news team also commis- 
sions material especially for its 
bulletins. Ramsland dispatched 
Belgrade correspondent Jim Fish 
to Croatia in Yugoslavia to report 
on the complex situation there. 
“We wanted someone to stand 
back and explain the basic play- 
ers. We ran his two reports over a 
weekend. The pictures were 
beautiful." 

He chooses his words with 
care. The team is conscious that 
in a bulletin of 30 minutes, many, 
if not most , of the stories are 
going to be concerned with the 
tribulations of humankind. “It is 
important not to have a -sledge- 
hammer approach. Something 



WSTV news presenter Chritabd 

like Jim Fish’s piece gave up 
stunning pictures which neverthe- 
less pot over a serious message — 
placed properly within a bulletin 
it worked well." 

However vital to the image and 
important to the schedules, the 
news is nonetheless only one small 
part of World Service Televi- 
sion’s output. 

Chief executive Chris Irwin (a 
Bush House man and steeped in 
World Sendee tradition), knows 
that launching in Europe means 
dealing with the hardest market 
first. Once they crack Europe, he 
argues, the rest of the world will 
follow and tbe pick-up rate for 
the service will be high. By 1993, 
be reckons. World Service Tele- 
vision will be beaming down into 
all F" continents. 

It 1 speaks and thinks fast. 
He s not brook much criticism 
and nas neither the time nor the 
money to pussyfoot around with a 
wfll-it-won’t-it work philosophy. He 
subscribes to the view that the 
more satellite channels there are, 
the more people are inclined to 
acquire the equipment. 

In Hugu Williams, his director 
of programming, be has an ex- 
perienced (satellite, domestic 
BBC) TV man who has always 
had an instinctive gut reaction to 
what does and does not attract 
viewers. 

The team believes that the task 
ahead has already been made 
considerably easier by the reputa- 
tion built up through nearly six 
decades of World Service broad- 
cast!- and three of BBC televi- 
sion But we are stQl pioneer- 
ing,' points out Irwin with relish. 
“We are, as far as I can work out, 
tbe first commercially-financed, 
mixed-programme, English lan- 
guage international satellite chan- 
nel with global aspirations.” 

Irwin is. for instance, pleased 
with the new global weziher ser- 





vice. Aside from its practical and 
informative side, it picks up on 
the lead weather stories jf the 
day. The specially commissioned 
business news also takes a similar 
global view of the subject. 

The team may be confident, but it 
is not blasl. Irwin believed ids first 
task was to get World Service 
Television up and running. 

“Get on the air and then start 
to refine, that was my thinking,” 
he says. “I could have made a 
terrible mistake but I don’t think 
so. The next stage is to start 
selling. You only get one chance 
to sell, if you go too early into the 
market and someone doesn't like 
you, there is no point in going 
back a week later." 

Irwin is looking towards Japan 
as the next possible arena for 
world Service Television. Adver- 
tising could be a way to finance 
part of the operation, but as be is 
quick to. emphasise, he is talking 
about advertising outside 
Europe. Nor has Irwin ruled out 
the possibility of sponsorship of 
individual programmes along 
American lines. News and cur- 
rent affairs, be aods in the same 
breath, would never and can nev- 
er be sponsored. 

Satellite television is the risk 
business at its riskiest. Everyone 
knows that there is stiff competi- 
tion to beam into the homes of 
the world’s viewers. But the old 
adage of quality not quantity is 
die selling point of BBC World 
Service Television that will, 
hopes Irwin, attract enthusiastic 
customers. 

They know the audience is 
there, and they believe the audi- 
ence wants what BBC World 
Service Television has to offer — 
because of its commitment to 
good programmes. As John 
Ramsland said to succinctly when 
asked what it was that made WS 
TV different: “It gives more.” 
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Graf wins German Open final I Sampdoria clinches 1st Italian League title 

ML” I i: i it tn ha A ft(»r match the .viu3d ton. 


BERLIN (AP) — Steffi Graf of 
Germany won her fifth German 
Open Championship defeating 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain 
6-3, 4-6, 7-6 (8-6). 

The first-seeded Graf, got off 
to a quick start in the first set, 
breaking Sanchez Vicario in the 
fourth game to Jump to a 3-1 
lead. 

. The two traded service until 
the 7th game, when Sanchez 
Vicario broke back making it 4-3. 
Graf then broke Spanish ace 
again and held serve to win 6-3. 

Graf opened the second-set by 
breaking the fifth-seeded Sanchez 
Vicario in the first game without 
losing a point. 

But then the German started 
missing first serves and double- 
faulted with the score at 15-13, 
and Sanchez Vicario stepped up 
her attack to break Graf, and 
hold serve to lead 2-1. 


In the fourth game, Graf 
started off with a double fault and 
again deuce giving Sanchez 
Vicario another possible break-, 
but the German battled back and 
tied the set at 2-2 when her 
opponent netted the final volley ■ 
Sanchez Vicario held her own 
serve, broke Graf, and then held 
serve again to move to a 5-2 lead, 
as the two chased each other from 
corner to corner, changing pace 
with high looping shots and occa- 
sional charges to the net. 

Graf held serve in the 8th 
game, and broke Sanchez Vicario 
in the 9th, taking the score to 5-4, 
but the Spaniard broke Graf in 
the next game to win 6-4, and tie 
the match at one all. 

The third set was also a case of 
service breaks with the two play- 
ers battling out long volleys tak- 
ing the set to a tie-break playoff. 
Graf jumped to a 5-2 lead in 


By Reuters 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Treble wins at Longchamp 


PARIS (R) — Treble, a threequarters sister to prolific French 
race mare Triptych, lived up to her illustrious origins by winning 
the group one Prix Saint-Alary at Longchamp. Treble, ridden by 
Freddie Head, made virtually all the running and, after being 
headed by Polemic and Pat Eddery a furlong (200 metres) out ran 
on again to score by threequarters of a length. The field for the 
10- fur long (2- km) event was cut to six with the withdrawal of 
Mass lam a. The filly would have been favourite but injured a 
bock. Treble was made the even money first choice in Masslama's 
absence. Both Treble and Polemic are likely to renew rivalry in 
the Prix De Diane (French Oaks) at Chantilly on June 9. 


Wright to captain England 


LONDON (R) — Mark Wright will lead England for the first 
time in a friendly soccer international with the Soviet Union at 
Wembley Tuesday. The 27-year-old central defender, winning his 
36th cap, replaces Tottenham's Gary Lineker, who is unavailable. 
Wright has emerged as a key figure for England after being 
recalled by then manager Bobby Robson during the World Cup 
finals last year in a sweeper role. He made 11 successive 
appearances, a run ended when be failed a fitness test for a calf 
problem for the European Championship qualifying victory in 
Turkey earlier this month. Wright is the third captain appointed 
by Graham Taylor during his seven matches in charge of England. 


Forest manager vows to fight on 


LONDON (R) — Nottingham Forest manager Brian Gough 
brushed aside suggestions he might retire following his side's 
defeat by Tottenham in Saturday's English F.A Cup final. “You 
can only look forward in this game and there’s no way Fm quitting 
yet. Tf football thinks it's seen the back of my trig head it can think 
again," Clough said. The F.A. Cup continues to elude Gough, a 
rare blot on a glittering 25-year managerial career in which he has 
won two English League titles, four League Cups and two 
European Cups. ‘Til do my best to be back next year, doing the 
same things,” the 56-year-old Clough said. “But hopefully next 
time around we'H go to Wembley and return to the midlands with 
the trophy." 


Tyson may fight Ruddock after all 


NEW YORK (AP) — Donovan “Razor” Ruddock may fq»fat 
Mike Tyson on June 28 after all, according to the National. The 
U.S.-based sports newspaper in Monday's editions quoted Rud- 
dock's promoter, Murad Mohammad, as saying the fight may be 
held at the Mirage Casino in Las Vegas if Mohammad's one-year 
suspension is lifted by the Nevada State Athletic Commission. 
According to the National, Mohammad met twice with Tyson’s* 
promoter, Don King, and Mirage owner Steve Wynn over the 
weekend. Wynn is reported to have told at least one close 
associate foar the Tyson-Ruddock rematch is back on. However, 
Chuck Minker, executive director of the Nevada State Athletic 
Commission, said Sunday that Mohammad hasn't filled an appeal 
for his suspension, the newspaper said. Mohammad was fined 
$25,000 and suspended one year for kicking Tyson trainer Richie 
Giachetti when a melee broke out inside the ring following the 
Tyson-Ruddock fight in March. 


Soviet, Kenyan win Cleveland Marathon 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Alevtina Naumova of the Soviet Union, 
unaware that her closest challenger was only seconds behind, held 
on to win the Revco Geveland Marathon in a record tune of 2 
hours, 35 minutes and 32 seconds. The men's marathon nearly 
saw a record, as Paul Kipkoech of Kenya missed by three seconds, 
running a 2:14:26. The men's 10-kilometre event was marred by 
the death of a suburban Geveland man who collapsed about 
two- thirds of the way through. Cuyahoga County coroner 
Elizabeth Balraj identified him as Brian McNitt, 26, of Shaker 
Heights. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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LOSE THE RIGHT TRICK 


Boih vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
♦ 09 
A J Ilf 2 
A 10 h 3 
4AQJ 

EST EAST 

6 3 * 7 5 

K 8 ft 4 Q975 

8 7 3 Q J 9 2 

J987 * K 10 4 


EST EAST 

♦ 63 * 7 5 

K 8 6 4 Q 9 7 5 

8 7 3 Q J 9 2 

* J 9 8 7 * R 10 4 

SOUTH 

♦ A K J IQ 8 4 2 
3 

K 4 

* b 5 2 


The bidding: 
South Vesi 

North 

F.a>i 

1 ♦ 

PlL* 

f 

Pass 

2 9 Pais 

3 * 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

h * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Eight of 
“Unusual pluv.” observed ihe ki- 
biizer. "Declarer Josi a trick in a 
sun in which he had no loser, and 
conceded none in a suii where he 
might have lost two!" This is the 
paradoxical deaf. 

South had just one message lo 
convex, and he did so forcibly when 
he elected jo jump to four spades ji 
his nett- to- lust turn. With first- 
round controls in all the side suits 
and a key trump honor. North, who 
had been biding lime while South 
confirmed a spade one-suiter, felt 
justified in raising to slam. 


Had West chosen to lead from 
either four-card suit, there would 
have been no story to tell. Leading 
from an honor was unlikely to cost, 
given the auction, since the lead 
would have been through the stron- 
ger hand and any finesses would 
have been there for the taking jiny- 
» - ay. Bui Wesi chose ihe "safe" 
lead of a diamond, and paid a terri- 
ble price. 

it would appear the fate of the 
contract hinged on the club finesse, 
but declarer saw no hurry to rely on 
an even^money bet. South won the 
opening lead in hand. led a trump to 
the nine, cashed the ace of dia- 
monds and then ruffed a diamond. 
When both defenders Tallowed, de- 
clarer realized he had a sure-trick 
line for his slam, but some prelimi- 
nary work still needed to be done. 

Dummy was re-entered with the 
queen of spades, which picked up 
the outstanding trumps, and anoth- 
er diamond ruff eliminated ihe de- 
fenders' cards in that suit. Now- 
declarer led his singleton heart and 
finessed the ten? East scored a sur- 
prise trick with the queen, but did 
not relish having the lead. If the 
defender returned a club, the table 
would score two club tricks and ihe 
ace of hearts would take care of 
declarer's remaining club. If East 
returned a heart into dummy's ten- 
ace. declarer would discard two 
clubs and lose no trick in that suit. 
Beautiful. 



Steffi Graf 


the tie-break, but Sanchez Vicar- play, Sanchez Vicario hit long on 
io came back to even it at 6-6. a volley following her own serve. 
With both players nervous and then netted the ball after a Grafs 
fighting bard to keep the ball in serve to end the match at 8-6. 


Argentina hand Milutinovic 
first loss as U.S. coach 


STANFORD, 'California (R) — 
Argentina handed Bora Mil u tin o- 
vic his first defeat since taking 
over as U.S. national soccer 
coach when the former World 
Cup champions beat the United 
States 1-0 in an international 
friendly Sunday. 

Argentina controlled most of 
the play as they continually 
pounced on poorly-executed pas- 
ses by the Americans. 

The Argentines nearly took the 
lead in the 24th minute when 
Dario Bisconti hit the crossbar. 

Nine minutes later Dario Fran- 
co connected for the lone goal of 
the match when he slipped be- 
hind the U.S. defence, brought 
down a cross from Carlos Alfaro 
Moreno and hammered it past 
stranded goalkeeper Tony Meola 
from 12 metres out. 

The United States improved on 
their overall play during the final 
20 minutes. 

Goalkeeper Sergio Goycochea 
saved the win for Argentina with 
a diving stop of a long-range free 
kick by Maurcelo Balboa in the 
final seconds — the only real shot 


on goal produced by the U.S. 
attack. 

Milutinovic, who is now 1-1 
since taking over as U.S. coach, 
used four substitutes including 
Hugo Perez, who made his first 
U.S. appearance in 15 months. 

Perez, still under contract to 
Gergryte of Sweden, hit one shot 
over the crossbar and his brief 
flashes of flair could not lift a 
lacklustre U.S. performance. 

U.S. sweeper Fernando Gavi- 
jo received a red card in the 60th 
minute - 

“I am pleased with the progress 
we are showing with our tactics," 
said Milutinovic, who guided the 
United States to victory over 
Uruguay two weeks ago in bis 
debut as U.S. coach. 

“Argentina of course is a two 
time world champion and 1 
thought they played well. 

“But our team played well in 
the last 20 minutes as well as in 
die first 15 or 20 minutes, so to 
play well against this team for 40 
minutes is not bad.” added Milu- 
tinovic, who coached Mexico to 
the 1986 World Cup quarterfinals. 


ROBERTO Mancini and Gianlu- 
ca Vialli, the “terrible rains" of 
the Sampdoria attack, have more 
reason than most to savour the 
sweet .taste of Italian s-tccct 
championship success. 

Sampdoria’s 3-0 defeat of Lec- 
ce in Genoa Sunday not only 
secured the club’s first ever title 
but also set the seal on a trium- 
phant comeback for the two men. 

Eleven months ago both play- 
ers experienced the greatest dis- 
appointments of their careers 
when they were left out of the 
Italian team during the 1990 
World Cup. 

Vialli lost his place to “Toto” 
Schillaci who became the leading 
goalscorer in the tournament 
while Mancini never made the 
starting line-up. 

“I knew only too well that a 
World Cup played badly could do 
you more good than one played 
well,” said Vialli, who netted 
Sunday to confirm his position as 
the league’s leading scorer with 
19 goals. 

"A good World Cup leaves you 
drained in a way that certainty is 
not the case for anyone who had a 
difficult or unhappy time. 

"And it was from that (World 
Cup experience), that this 
wonderful season was bom.” 

Mancini, who missed Sunday’s 
victory through suspension, pre- 
ferred not to talk of revenge 
against his critics. 

“This is all so wonderful now 
that I prefer not to think of the 
past," he said. 

Sampdoria, who went into Sun- 
day's penultimate game of the 


season needing both points to be 
absolutely sure of the title, were 
in rampant form. . . _ , 

They opened the scoring in the 
second minute and had the issue 
virtually settled with three goals 
in the first half hour. 

Closest rivals AC Milan were 
surprisingly beaten 2-1 in Bari 
and now trail by five points with 
one game to play. 

"They have won their title on 
merit and by a distance that cuts 
short any reservations,” Milan 
coach Arrigo Sacdxi said. 

In France, Marseille sealed 


European Soccer 


their third consecutive French 
League tide fend immediately set 
their sights on next week’s Euro- 
pean Cup final against Red Star 
Belgrade in Bari. 

‘Tm the happiest man in the 
world. But we must keep on 
working," Belgian coach 
Raymond Goethals said after his 
team’s 1-0 win over Auxerre Fri- 
day. 

The victory, which gave the 
French champions an unbeatable 
three-point edge over second- 
placed Monaco with one match 
left in the league, came as a relief 
for the players. 

"It is a great joy bat above all, 
it will allow us to concentrate on 
our preparation for the Bari 
match,” Goethals said. 

Marseille’s last league match 
against Nice has been brought 
forward to Wednesday to allow 
the team more time to prepare 
for the May 29 final. 


Lazio may give up 
Gascoigne transfer 


Michael Johnson runs 
year’s fastest 200 metres 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (R) — 
American Michael Johnson ran 
the year’s fastest 200 metres when 
he stormed to victory in 20.02 
seconds at a Sao Paulo Grand 
Prix athletics meeting. 

Johnson took an immediate 
lead out of the blocks and blew 
the competition away as he finis- 
hed more than half a second 
ahead of countryman Jeff Wil- 
liams, who clocked 20.66. 

“I just came here to win the 
race. I was not thinking about the 
time," said Johnson , who is being 
touted as the successor to Carl 
Lewis as the next great American 
sprint star. “I am very happy 
because I ran this time without 
pushing myself.” 

American Gwen Torrence re- 
corded a double sprint victory as 
she won the women’s 100 and 200 
metres. 

Local favourite Robson Da Si- 
va also scored a double by win- 
ning the men’s 100 and 400 


metres. 

But the Brazilian backed out of 
a confrontation with Johnson in 
the 200, saying he did not want to 
face the American speedster so 
early in the Grand Prix season. 

Torrence took the 100 metres 
in a dramatic photo-finish as she 
came from behind to edge Niger- 
ia’s Mary Onyali at the Finish in a 
time of 11.22 seconds. 

Onyaii, who also finished 
second to Torrence in the 200 
metres, was" clocked at 11.24. 

Pre-race favouurite Evelyn 
Ashford of the United States 
finished well back in fifth place in 
11.61. 

Da Silva’s victories before 
18,000 fans — along with wins by 
Brazilian women in the 400, 800, 
and 3000 metres — made up for 
the absence of former Olympic 
800 metres champion Joaquim 
Cruz, who refused to take part 
following a row wrth the organis- 
ers. 


ROME (R) — England midfiel- 
der Paul Gascoigne's transfer to 
Italian first division club Lazio for 
a world record S14.5 million is 
almost certainly off, Lazio Com- 
mercial Manager Carlo Regalia 
said Monday. 

“We will make our position 
official later, perhaps today or 
tomorrow, but at this stage it 
looks almost certain that the deal 
is off. It's all very sad,” Regalia 
said. 

Gascoigne was operated on for 
a serious knee ligament injury on 
Sunday after he was stretchered 
off in Saturday's F.A. Cup final' 
between Tottenham Hotspur and 
Nottingham Forest, won 2-1 ia 
extra time by Tottenham. 

Tottenham physiotherapist 
Dave Butler said Gascoigne 
would not be fit for the start of 
the new season in August. 

“Our club doctor will be in 
contact today with the surgeon 
who operated on Gascoigne to 
ascertain just how serious the 
injury is," Regalia said. 

“We will ourselves be in con- 
tact with Tottenham directors to- 
day... but if what the Tottenham 
doctor told our doctor yesterday 
(Sunday) proves correct then I 
would imagine that Gascoigne 
will be out for eight or nine 
months.” 

Speaking from the club’s head- 
quarters in central Rome. Re- 


galia said: “That sort of knee 
ligament injury takes time. 
Maybe after six months, Gas- 
coigne could start training again 
but he would probably need nine 
months to become folly competi- 
tive again. 

“AM day yesterday, we were 
hoping for some good news from 
London, hoping that someone 
would tell us the injury was less 
serious than originally thought, 
but sadly the news was only bad.” 

He said Lazio would take time 
to reflect before making any 
further transfer moves. 

“Just at the moment, we ha- 
ven't die heart to go looking for 
another player. It's very sad for 
us the way the Gascoigne deal has 
ended.” 

Regalia would not say if Lazio 
would be interested in signing 
Gascoigne in one year’s time 
when he had fully recovered, 
saying that the club would wait 
and see how the player fared. 


He also denied Italian news- 
paper reports Monday that Lazio 
were considering Aston Villa's 
England international David 
Platt as a substitute for Gas- 
coigne. 

In London, Tottenham phy- 
siotherapist John Sheridan said 
the operation had been a com- 
plete success and Gascoigne was 
expected to be fit and playing 
again by Christmas. 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


After the Nice match the squad 
will retire in a fadeaway in foe 
French Alps to escape pressure. 

“I want to stress that this year 
might be oar last chance to win 
foe European Cup. With the re- 
turn of English dubs arn- tbe new ' 
pool system, it will be much more 
difficult next .season," said 
Goethals, foe first foreign coach 
to win the French League. 

Newly-crowned Spanish cham- 
pions Barcelona ended a dis- 
appointing week with a 3-1 home ' 
defeat at the hands of Real 
Sociedad. ' 

Barcelona, beaten by Man- 
chester United in last Wednes- 
day’s European Cup Winners’ 
Cop final, were sank by a double 
from Irish striker John Aldridge 
and another goal by Englishman 
Dalian Atkinson. 

Outgoing champions Real 
Madrid virtually sealed a place in 
next season’s UEFA Cup when 
they snatched a point from a 3-3 
draw at Osasuna Sunday thanks 
to Fernando Hierro's 89th mintne 
equaliser. 

Soviet Union first division 
leaders CSKA looked like com- 
ing unstuck at fifth-placed Pamir 
Dushanbe of Tadjikistan when 
they went 2-0 down in the 63rd 
minute, but two goals in four 
minutes secured a 2-2 draw and 
kept them five points dear at the 


top. 

- Shakhtyof Donetsk movedint 
'secondplace-.by beating Dynam 
Minsk 2-0, while Spartak Moscoi 

— who look Hke CSKA's aid 

challengers — droppedtothir 
by. drawing '■ 1-1 at home i wit 
lowly Lokomotiv Moscow. 

Benfica won their 29th Portt 
guese Soccer League tide Snnda 
after beating Maritime 2-0 a waj 
With one game left, the I5si» 
side have 67 points from 37gsme 
and are two- points abead'of thd 
great northern rivals, last year 3 

champions Porto. - -■ ~ -- 

Even if foe two teams, end 
Sunday with the same number c 
points, Benfica will take . foe tW 
because of a. win and a, draw i 
matches against Porto: 

“The championship mis difij 
cult but won with ment^Benfi 
ca’s Swedish manager Sven Erik: 
son fold reporters. 

Benfica’s Brazilian: defends 
William Andrade opened .fo 
socring in the 3 9th minute with 
header from a free-kick by Ante 
mo Pacheco. Cesar Brito made i 
2-0 in the 73rd nuriute. : ; ‘ 
Goals' in each half by strike 
Domingos OBveira . helped Port 
beat OU Vicente 2-0 away. 

Sporting consolidated thei 
hold on third place, but 13 point 
behind foe leaders, by winninj 
140 at Beits Mar. . - 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


tyHorrli 





“This rubber workout suit is great 
for exercise class! 1 can hide . 
20 candy bars in one of 
these babies!* 



Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordhtaiy words. 



WHAT THE CAP 
MANUFACTURER'S 
EXPENSES WERE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form His surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero: ALL 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles GIVEN 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PREFER NEWEST 


Answer What the porcupine's future mate said — 
YOU HAVE MANY FINE POINTS 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L. Yales 


ACROSS 
t Cap or bear 
6 Masterstroke 
10 Metallic residue 

14 0-Day beach 

15 EfW — 

16 HI place 

17 Sometimes 

19 Arab VIP 

20 Put on 

21 — and terminer 

22 RCMP word 
24 From time to 

time 

26 Set right 

29 Fashion's 
Claiborne 

30 Like fans often 

31 Fool 

36 Stopovers 

37 Was not alert 

39 Johnson of 
'Laugh-In'' 

40 Spotted 

42 Daydreamer 

43 Cereal grain 

44 Captivated 
46 Sometimes 

51 Son of Canute 

52 Nylons 

53 Mail letters 

56 Writer Kingsley 

57 At times 

60 Do- — (moolah) 

61 "Cohjmbo" 

62 Stuff 

63 Arabian gulf 

64 Tuitions 

65 Witch of — 
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25 Slush or gush 
2B Plunder 

27 Sea raptor 

28 Word of 
admonition 

31 Hollywood for 
one 

32 Terre — 

33 Formerly once 

34 Suit to — 

35 Actor Bruce 

37 Tie 

38 " — smile be 
your 

umbrefla..." 

41 Helix 

42 Distance 

44 Auto parts 

45 Assorted: abbr. 

46 John or 
Maureen 

47 Dubbed 

48 Unlawful 
activity 

49 Red dye 

50 Complete 
53 Add a belt 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived 


54 — stick 

55 Lulu 



Bnnn annn aramon 
anna dbeih orrod 
nsnn nnnn nmnno 

nncsHfiUTipiHQFirttDnn 

nnnniQa nnna 

nun nnnfiHU 

Hrannn nnnn nnnn 
ranmcsQnnnnnnnnnn 
gciran nnnn nonns 
F?QE3nmrn nrao 

miiBH raoonno 

□nraHnnrcnfnrioninn 
Qrnnnra nraori amnn 
nnann unsin oohfi 
win orann 


58 Dundee ti 

59 Native 
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Swiss Franc 
French Franc 

Japanese Yen " 
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U-S. Dollar 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

354. 45 
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U.S. firms 
discover 
Gulf Arab 
market 

DUBAI. United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — American businessmen 
came to the Gulf seeking riches in 
Kuwait. They found them in les- 
ser-known places like Qatar in- 
stead. 

“People came here with single- 
minded goal of Kuwait, but 
they've opened up to rest of the 
region,” said Diego Portieles, 
director of international business 
development for the state of 
Maryland. 

Some 600 companies took pan 
in tbe just-completed “Made in 
the USA” trade fair in Dubai. 
Many hoped to cash in on post- 
war reconstruction in Kuwait. 

Exhibitors reported sales com- 
mitments as high as $100 millin a 
day during the five-day exhibi- 
tion, according to Peter McKen- 
na, project manager for Glahc 
International, which organised 
the fair. 

Bat a relatively small part of 
that business was with Kuwait, 
which had only 200 company rep- 
resentatives among the more than 
7,750 businessmen who attended. 

“We didn’t expect to find the 
whole Gulf region to be in such 
an economic boom. We're 
travelling on to Bahrain and 
Qatar to present proposals,” said 
Jon Carlsten, president of Ca li- 
sten and Aydin Associated, an ' 
Atlanta-based design firm. 

Organisers said one-third of 
the companies participating had 
□ever entered the export market 
and bad no experience operating 
in the region. 

But the recession in the United 
States and prospects of million- 
dollar reconstruction contracts 
prompted many companies to 
take tbe risk of pushing into the 
Middle East market in the wake 
of the Gulf war. 

“The irony of the success of 
this show is the sudden increased 
awareness of tbe Gulf market, 
although the market has always 
been there,” said Jean Abi Nad- 
er, president of the U.S.-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
helped promote the event. “It’s j 
too bad it took a war to do this.' , 

Robert Edgerton, president of 
.Hy-Tronix Instruments Inc., said 
U.S. restrictions on higlv technol- 
ogy devices had kept his company 
from selling equipment to test i 
microchip failures to countries in 
the region. 

The thawing of the cold war 
and strengthened U.S. ties with 
the Gulf states eased the restric- 
tion, Edgerton said. 

“I've been to a lot of trade 
shows, but this one exceeded my 
wildest dreams,” said edgerton, 
who said be had commitments for 
| more than SI million worth of 
business. 

“We autidpated the Gulf mar- 
ket was good at tbe moment, 
given the attitude of the Gulf 
states toward America,” said 
Randy Tosh, marketing director 
at the Kansas Depanne nt of 
Commerce. “We actually did bet- 
.ter than what we expected.” 


External changes cost 
Czechoslovakia $5b 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia 
(Agencies) — The Gulf war, Ger- 
man unification and changed re- 
lations with the Soviet Union 
have cost Czechoslovakia SS bil- 
lion , the premier has said. 

Premier Marian Cal fa, speak- 
ing in a regular TV address, said 
the loss of Soviet markets cost tbe 
country, struggling to emerge 
from decades of communism, 
$2.5 billion. 

The Gulf war cost another $2.5 
billion and German unification 
and subsequent loss of the east 
German market accounted for 
another $1 billion, he said. 

All those events were indepen- 
dent of Czechoslovakia's own in- 
ternal problems, he noted. 

“On Jan. 1, the Soviet Union 
introduced convertible currency 
and world prices in its foreign 
trade, and the only solution for us 
is to look for other markets,” 
Calfa said. 

Czechoslovakia's exports to 
Soviet Union are expected to 
drop by about 70 per cent this 
year. 

The country is looking for new 
markets for its products, “but if 
we fail, we simply can't afford to 
produce goods we cannot sell,” 
be said. 

Meanwhile. Czechoslovakia 
faces a jump in unemployment 
and a sharp drop in industrial 
production this year as the old 
communist economic system con- 
tinues to break down. Labour 
Minister Petr Miller has said. 

Miller, speaking on television. 


said between 10 and 12 per cent 
of the 15 million population 
would be out of work at the end 
of this year. 

About 90,000 high school 
graduates and 145,000 technical 
graduates would be uuable to find 
jobs when they left school, he 
said. A fall in production of 15 
per cent compared to 2990 was 
expected. 

The problems had been caused 
by the ending of state subsidies to 
enterprises and the breakdown of 
the Soviet-dominated Comecon 
trading system, he said. 

Miller said 330.000 people 
were now unemployed. 

The employment situation in 
the eastern region of Slovakia 
was likely to become particularly 
bleak unless its arms production 
factories, a key industry, con- 
verted their activities to civilian 
use. 

Miller also said that about 

94.000 Czechoslovak families, in- 
cluding 212,000 children, are cur- 
rently living under the subsist- 
ence level. 

Catling the numbers “very 
alarming” he said tbe situation 
could easily get worse. 

“A rise in living costs by only 
10 per cent may raise the number 
of families and children living 
below subsistence level to 

180.000 and 411,000, respective- 
ly,” Miller noted. 

Such an increase would also 
raise the number of pensioners 
under the subsistence level from 

300.000 to 550,000, he said. 


Saudi banks 
profits after 



amd- 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
seven foreign joint venture banks 
see a year of solid earnings build- 
ings on first quarter results which 
showed a performance remark- 
ably unaffected by the Gulf crisis. 

Bankers say domestic business 
is shaking off bad memories of 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, bank 
liquidity is high, and lending 
opportunities abound. 

“£t"s fair to say we are a bit 
surprised with the situation.” said 
the managing director of one of 
the banks. 

Many banks in the region suf- 
fered from capital flight and ero- 
sion of confidence during the 
Gulf crisis. But all seven Saudi 
joint venture banks recently re- 
ported first quarter 1991 profits 
with all but two showing signifi- 
cant rises in earnings. 

In order of size of assets, tbe 
seven are Saudi American Bank 
(SAMBA). A 1 Bank AI Saudi A1 
Fra ns i (BSF), Arab National 
Bank (ANB), Saudi British Bank 
(SBB), Al Bank Al Saudi Al 
Holland! (BSH), United Saudi 
Commercial Bank (USCB), and 
Saudi Investment Bank (SAIB). 

Tbe following hold 40 per cent 
in each bank — U.S. Citibank in 
SAMBA, France Banque In- 
dosuez in BSF, Jordan's Arab 
Bank Ltd in ANB, British Bank 
of the Middle East in SBB, and 
Algemene Bank Nederland N.V. 
of the Netherlands in BSH. 

Saudi International Bank, 


Bank Melli Iran, and Pakistan's 
United Bank each have 10 per 
cent of USCB. 

Chase Manhattan has 15 per 
cent of SAEB and Industrial Bank 
of Japan Ltd and Henry Schroder 
Wagg each have five per cent. 

“It’s a good market to be in at 
(he moment. You are looking at a 
gentle gradient upward that poss- 
ibly flattens out toward the end of 
the year,” said a managing direc- 
tor of another bank. 

Bankers said the only obvious 
cloud on the horizon was the 
current softening of world in- 
terest rates. 

Most Saudi banks take in far 
more in deposits than they can 
lend out within the country be- 
cause of the huge amounts of cash 
the Saudi oil industry generates. 

Saudi Arabia has boosted oil 
output by nearly 60 per cent since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait last August, 
to make up for production' lost 
from the two countries. 

The seven banks have only 
between 20 and 30 per cent of 
their assets out in loans and adv- 
ances. 

"The rest is out in international 
investments which have done well 
in the high interest rate environ- 
ment up to now," said a deputy- 
managing director. “Now- 
rates, especially dollar rates, are 
coming down, we'll have to apply 
money management skills better 
to keep returns up.” 

Bad debt provisions have sta- 
bilised since the 1980s oil price 
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Cost of dying soars 
for Hungarians 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungarians, 
already struggling with the high 
cost of living, will now face stiff 
rise in funeral costs, newspapers 
have reported. 

“Everyone must accept that 
our company is not a social wel- 
fare institution. We must adjust 
to the demands of the market and 
so in the future we will be com- 
pelled to charge far more for our 
services,” said Jeno Ladanyi, the 
director of the state-owned Muni- 
cipal Funeral Institute. 

Stripped of practically all state 
subsidies, the company, as yet 
unchallenged by the growing en- 
trepreneurial spirit in Hungary, 


has raised its prices by between 
30 and 35 per cent. 

But it has also expanded its 
range of services. 

For 120,000 forints ($1,600), 
the new rich can opr for a foil 
ceremony including air-con- 
ditioned mortuary, special dres- 
sing room for priests, a 10-mem- 
ber choir and a Mercedes to 
deliver the coffin to its final rest- 
ing place. 

A lump-sum service is available 
for as little as 10,000 forints 
($130) Local government sub- 
sidies for the poor make crema- 
tion even more affordable. 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, seeking The bill will give Arab nation- 
to rebuild after tbe Gulf war, is to als “tbe right to set up industrial 
encourage Arab industrial invest- projects” and provide for various s: 

ment in the private and semi- other facilities for investment, 
government sectors through va- INA added. said, 

nous privileges including to 10- 

year tax breaks. Baghdad radio quoted deputy 

Tbe Iraqi News Agency (INA) Prime Minister Mohammed 
reported that a cabinet meeting Hamza al Zubeidi as saying the 
chaired by Prime Minister Saa- government would pay 100 mil- 
doun Hammadi recommended Bern dinars (£320 million at the 
drafting a bill superceding an official rate) as a first payment in 
existing law and ensuring many subsidies to farmers to help main- 


Bagbdad radio quoted deputy 
Prime Minister Mohammed 
Hamza al Zubeidi as saying the 
government would pay *100 mil- 
lion dinars ($320 million at the 
official rate) as a first payment in 
subsidies to farmers to help main- 


privileges for would-be Arab in- tain low consumer prices 


vestors. 


wheat and barley. 
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Poland raises duties on 
food to appease farmers 


WARSAW (R) — Poland has 
raised customs duties on food- 
stuffs to protect its farm sector 
against Western imports, a cus- 
toms spokeswoman has said. 

A regulation signed by Prime 
Minister Jan Krzysztof Bielecki 
set an average duty of 20 per cent 
on foodstuffs — twice as high as 
the current average tariff on im- 
ported industrial goods. 

But the government resisted 
pressure from farmers to raise 
food tariffs even higher, saying 



such a step would fuel inflation 
and lead to retaliation from Po- 
land's trade partners. 

Angry farmers blocked roads 
across the country few weeks ago 
and dumped 500 kilogrammes of 
butter in the agriculture minis- 
ter’s office last month in protest 
at what they called the destruc- 
tion of Polish agriculture by 
cheap Western imports. 

The new tariffs include 20 per 
cent on beef and pork, up from 
between five and 10 per cent, 30 
per cenr on butter and sugar 
which were previously charged at 
10 per cent, and 10 perr cent on 
grain and flour which were free of 
tariffs. 


Fuel strike brings 
transport to brini 

MADRID (R) — More than railways and telecommunications 
4,000 Spanish fuel distribution firm Telefonica also staged 
workers began a three-day strike strikes. All three expect more 


Minsk 


Monday, disrupting private trans- stoppages this week. 


port and forcing state airline Iber- 
ia to cancel flights as unions 
stepped up pressure for more 
pay. 

Long passenger queues built up 
at Madrid's Barajas Airport as 
rberia cancelled 179 flights, in- 
cluding 91 European routes and 
two inter-continental ones, caus- 
ing delays of up to two hours on 
flights still running. 

About 22,000 Iberia ground 
staff stayed away from work 
Monday in their third 24-hour 
stoppage since last week when 
workers ar state-owned Renfe 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks closed easier but off lows in the thinnest 
trade since early January. Tbe Nikkei average was down 178.91 
points to 25,528-03. 

SYDNEY — Shares dosed steady as the market moved to 
consolidate its position after last week’s surges. The All Ordinar- 
ies Index was 1,531.6 points, down 0.1. 

HONG KONG — The Hang Seng Index rose 34.25 points to 
3 917.09, a post-1987 high, breaking the psychological barrier of 
3^900 and raising hopes for an all-time record this week. 
SINGAPORE — Afternoon profit-taking brought shares off highs 
but the market ended generally firmer. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index rose 8.46 points to dose at 1.522J21. 
BOMBAY — Shares were subdued in nervous trade as India 
voted for the second time in 18 months. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange Index fell 13.44 points to 1,284.25. 


FRANKFURT — The German bourse was dosed for a public 
holiday. On Friday, the Dax Index edged 0.79 point higher to 
1498-87. 

ZURICH — Swiss bourses were dosed for a holiday. On Friday, 
the SPI Index dosed 2.7 points higher at 1,079.6. 

PARIS — Tbe Paris bourse was closed for a public holiday. The 
CAC-40 Index ended 0.65 point up at 1,826.96 on volume of 
about two billion francs Friday. 

LONDON — Gains reflected modest buying for the new account 
and a rise on Wall Street. The FTSE index rose 12.7 to 2,466.6 
and would have been seven points higher but for 16 stocks trading 
ex-dividend. 

NEW YORK — The Dow Jones industrials were up 22.29 at 1656 
GMT at 2,897.81. “We have a market which has worked off its 
short-term overbought condition and is now short-term over- 
sold,” said Alfred Goldman of A.G. Edwards And Sons. 
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WANTED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Call Tel. No. 624239 — 657488 
Mr. Ma'an — From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


PflWLWBN 

NOW OPEN 

RESTAURANT 

Brunch(Fridays) Lunch Dinner 
Icecream Take away 
7th.circle, near Royal Automobile Club. 

Telephone: 81704Q 


nentf 


nudum 


Tel: 675571" 


lambada 


1230. 330. 6:30, 8‘JO, 10:30. p.m. 


Show. 1130, 3-JO. 6:15. 83Q. 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 

SEEMS LIKE 
OLD TIMES 


Show, 3030, 6-30. &30 p.m. 



The disruption of fuel supplies, 
which caused thousands of 
motorists to queue at the 
weekend to top up their petrol 
tanks, is the latest in a series of 
public sector strikes begun by 
unions last week to coincide with 
a nationwide campaign for local 
elections on May 26. 

“It is really negative that this 
action should coincide with an 
electoral campaign, both for the 
unions and from a political point 
of view,” said Economy Minister 
Carlos Solchaga. 

The government is trying to 
keep wage demands in line with 
its inflation target for 1991 of five 
per cent, but unions are seeking 
pay awards two percentage points 
above this. 

The state-owned oil distribu- 
tion company Campsa said it will 
guarantee supplies to 15 per cent 
of the country's 3,700 petrol sta- 
tions, but that about half domes- 
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3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and naid’s r c:v 
room, salon, living, dining, bar. garage. 1 re!. 
Location: between 5th & 6th Orels. JD lS.-UKr. 

Call between 10-1 hrs. Tef: Arf: Cot f.r ' 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL M AMMAN 

Applications are invited for the post of Secretary to the 
Head Teacher at the above school. Applicants should be 
good administrators, be adaptable, and have the ability to 
type, take shorthand and be conversant with the use of a 
word processor. 

They should also have an excellent command of English. 
An ability to speak Arabic would be an advantage but is 
not essential 

For an application form and further details please 
contact the Head Teacher's Secretary on 841070 
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NEW DELHI (A?) — Indians 
voted Monday in the fii-st round 
of a parliamentary election that 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi hopes will return him to 
power in the world's most popu- 
lous democracy. 

Five people were killed in 
clashes between political rivals 
that disrupted voting at seme of 
240.000 polling stations, Indian 
new agencies reported. 

Balloting was suspended at 20 
of those sites after hooligans 
overran the stations or stole bal- 
lot boxes, election officials said. 

A 3-y ear-old boy was killed 
when he was caught in the cross- 
fire of a gunbattle in a village in 
Uttar Pradesh, United News of 
India reported. 

An election official and two 
voters were killed in the north- 
eastern state of Bihar, and one 
person was killed in a bomb bias: 
in Y/est Bengal state, the agency 
said. Men firing rifles from a car 
killed iv/c people in 3aghpst. 
north oi New Delhi. 

Elections officials said a curfew 
was imposed on the city of 
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh after a 
series of riots. 

Ten other people were killed 
On the eve of the election in New 
Delhi and elsewhere. 

in Muradnagar, a town of 
35.&GC located 30 miles (50 
kilometres} east of New Delhi, 
hundreds of people baitied each 
other with stones and dabs after 
a Hindu candidate allegedly 
struck his Muslim rival. 


Eight people were injured, 
four seriously- Paramilitary 
troops separated the fighters and 
took up positions around the 
polling station. 

“The violence was expected 
because all candidates are rogues 
and rascals,” said one bystander. 

Violence is endemic in Indian 
politics. Although more than ICO 
people were killed in election- 
related incidents in the past 
month. Election Commissioner 
T.N. Sesban said the campaign 
was more peaceful than be ex- 
pected. 

Voting was held Monday for 
201 of the 543 elected seats ir. the 
Lok Sabha, or lower house o: 
parliament. 

Other districts will vote Thurs- 
day and Sunday, in a staggered 
pattern allowing security forces to 
shift to various trouble spots. The 
ballot count begins May 27. 

Since the last election 13 
months ago, India has had two 
minority governments, the first 
led by V.P. Singh of the Janata 
Dal Party and foe second by 
Chandra Shekhar of a breakaway 
Janata Dal faction. 

Opinion pells forecast -ha 
Congress, which has governed 
India for all but four years since 
independence in 1947, would 
emerge the largest party but fall 
short of a majority. 

A light rain bathed New Deihi 
and the air was slightly cooler 
than the suffocating heat that 
normally envelopes northern In- 
dia this time of year. 
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The turnout was reported slow 
a: first, but appeared to pirk up 
during the day. The average rum- 
en-: in general elections is 56 per 
cent. 

A r.ght-^ng Bharatiya Janata 
■Party has emerged as tits esur.- 
try's r.c. 2 party, breaking the 
traditional election ircdul of cen- 
tre versus the left. 

Bharatiya Janets camps: me u 
or. a plariorm cf Minds assertive- 
ners. promising to end the sper.aj 
protection accorded to Muslims 
ar.d oiber minorities. I: see!:* an 
India based on the domination of 
Hindu tradition, cs opposed :o 
the Nehru mode- cf a r,::m 
secular stele. and advocates eco- 
nomic iiberalisarioz and less gov- 
ernment interference. 

The campaign focused on the 
piace of Hinduism and caste ir. 
modem India, issues that stilit the 


ricor ano .ec. cz despread 
"■nolsnce last pear. 

3”t opsEior- surveys indicated 
voters arc more concerned with 
inflation cr.c fobs. Cfficiai fi- 
gures, widely considered con- 
semati-e, say prices rose to 12 
per cent frerrf £ per cert last year. 

Ciagh's faction. -vh:ch urti:ed 
zr.ci-Ccr.grsss forces in 1???, was 
euoacted to icse r.eaviiy. Chandra 
Shekhar, lacking any national 
organisation, was likely to fare 

coxiy. 

.-.o-ou: is 7 nt::.icr er^bis vo- 
te— five in the r.ine states voting 
Mor. dop. Indio’s register of 514 
mil her. m :zi27s made the e’.ecrion 
the largest exercise : n democracy 
the “or'.d has seen. 

More than 25 million police- 
men were on election duty, and 
53,C10 paramiV.tET*’ forces of the 

to areas which ini Election Com- 
mission has lore lied “sensitive.” 
Elections h.tve bec-r postponed 
until June in Puttier, "the centre 
of tine 5:hh insumecticn. or.d in 
;h e erst ?rr: smre c; . tiroam, T/hers 
are no m.p signing to 
isive the Ir.dinr. !i deration. The 

Tgriiasan: sess. 

‘ Nc elections are betr.g held in 
me set eor.siircenrtco -or .vssnmir, 
"hied is ft ring a rebellion by 
pro-: a::: star, and pro- 
: isisssnd'inta ? fuslim militants. 

3: rations have csir. postponed 
in three oonsdruiocies ir. cmer 
steles where- candidates have 
cied. 


Opp©Mi3@n:i _ 

BANGKOK (R) — Burma’s 
military rulers have sentenced 
another opposition politician to a 
iong jail temr., a diplomat said 
Mon day. 

Cnc Cho Kyaw Naing, head o: 
the anti-fasrist People's Freedom 
League, was sentenced to seven 
years jail on May 12. said tine 
diplomat, who was contacted in 


•MtSdssa ja&afi ki 


- C:> ■ C . ■ ip 3 i \ 


Rangoon by telephone and spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Che Cho Kyaw Naing was ac- 
cused of hcvir.g contacts with a 
banned student group and had 
been detained stnes Jan. 19. the 
diolomat said. 

Authorities have jailed most zf 
The country’s opposition leaders 
since ignoring the resuit of the 


May. 1990. genera’, election. The 
National League for Democracy 
(NLDj won the po 5 J by a lar-dstiic 
but has net been ailowtd tel;o 
Office. 

The diploma: said 35 MLD 
members, including 25 elected 
members of parliament, rccei red 
Song jsi: Jerin s in early v.av. 
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Me-mita iLraag lords 
to fires Mdsapped josairnsaMsfe 


jsu’ixv:.". (?-} — Colombia’s 
drag lords heva said -hey would 
; free T/o ludnapped jourr.alisa 
: . anti a mediator said their release 
could be the prelude to She sut- 
rer-tisr of cocaine boss rablo 
Esccbs r. 

“Tr'e have ordered tire release 
c: Francisco Santos and Maruja 
.pstchoc,” the crag traffickers. 

as tire entr?3itabies. said 
•b c. smtenrrent sen: ‘re nr-vs orga- 
y . rtisareons in Ivretitilir., cose of 
\ ioscobar’s povvsrrel dreg ssrtsl. 

Tee traffickers die not say 
Tjher, or ’-'here tire jovrr.iiisS 
would be freed and added tiiat 
they were acting in response to 
please from a ■weli-knc wn Catho- 
lic priest. Rafaei Garcia Her- 
rs ros. 

They said they wanted to erase 
any suggestion they were trying 
to put pressure on an elected 
assembly meeting to reform the 
constitution as well as to decide 
the future of extradition, a key 
weapon against the drag lords. 

Garda Herreras, who recently 
held secret talks with Escobar, 
said be believed the journalists 
would be need within the next 
two to three days. 

He said on Iocs' radio that the 
extradjtables’ move was a possi- 
ble step towards the surrender of 


Escobar, Colombia’s most 
wanted drag lerti. 

“(Sscofcar) believer, in Col- 
ombia. He believes in the presi- 
dent ar.d he relieves That justice 
will be done without exaggera- 
tions,” be said. 

Santos. 28, news editor of the 
influential El Tiempo newspaper, 
was kidnapped by gunmen in 
Bogota eight months ago and his 
driver was shot dead. 

Faction, director of the Col- 
ombian Pirn institute Focine end 
a member of a prominent politic- 
al family, was kidnapped h 
Bogota last November. 

There has beer, worldwide cla- 
mour for their release, i Deluding 
an anneal from Pose John Paul 
U. 

In Colombia, sympathisers 
held church services praying for 
their release and television news 
broadcasts routiaely began with a 
reminder of how long they had 
been kidnapped. 

“There are no words to express 
the happiness we feel.” Francisco 
Santos’s brother Garnik) said in 
response to the drag traffickers’ 
statement. 

The traffickers kidnapped nine 
journalists last year in an effort to 
influence government drug poli- 
cy- 
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MOSCOW IR) — Tr.s Soviet 
parliament Monday finally 
approved in principle £ landmark 
law enshrining the righ: mos: 

Soviet ciriner.s -:c irz’-y. zz~ :zz. 

Deputies ir. the S-prer: - 
So’/iei, or rations', pariiamen;, 
voted by 320 to 37 wish 32 aistsn- 
tions to back the law, seen in tire 
Y/est as a baroraetre of Soviet 
compliance with international hu- 
man rights obligations.' 

The bill 'was approved after a 
determined rearguard action by 
conservative deputies objecting 
to wh 2 t they said would be the 
huge costs involved. The bill, in 
preparation for two yeans, failed 
to secure approval three times 
last week. 

After tits vote, deputies started 
debating details cf the law's is 
articles with a view to setting £ 
timetable for its imp'emer^ticn. 

The draft that parii 2 .T.en- cons- 
idered las: week called for imple- 
mentation of the law :o be Oe- 
layed until Juiy 15^2. bu: :he 
head cf the Budget Planning 
Commission called Monday for a 
further postponement. 

"Our commission has always 
spoken out in favour of adoption 
but we also said there were many 
problems and ws have to sclve 
Lhem. TVe are for adoption with 
effect mem January IJ93, “v7. - :- 
tor Kucherenko told deputies. 

Officials concerned about die 
country’s image abroad had 
pleaded ■wish deputies ;c drop As ir 
objectscr.s, but seme Monday 
ag&in protested over :he costs o' 
expanding visa and border guard 
ser.n-res ar.d modernising trans- 
port networks. 

^ Congressmen in the United 
States are sceptical whether the 
Savv meets their demands. Con- 
gress had made its passage a 
condition for extending trade be- 
nefits and credits. 

Depu::;s Monday complained 
the lew would benefit i small 
minority, re Heeling fears K wi!! 
help intellectuals travel abroad, 
at the expense cf workers, and 
speculators tc make vast profits 
by bringing back and selling 
scarce consumer goods. 

Ministers have been at pains to 
shoot this idea down, pointing tc 
high levels of unempicyTTient ar.i 
tough entry visa restrictions in the 
Yv’est. 

Parliamentary committees 
have acknowledged freedom lo 
travel will entail billions of dollars 
in additional spending. 

But some journalists have 
suggested deputies' reluctance was 
linked to fears of doing away with 
’long-established controls over the 
daily lives of ordin&rv Soviet 

people. 
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DOUALA, Cameroon (R) — 
Street protests against die cne- 
party government of Cameroon 
Presides Paui 3iya went on long 
into the night in the port city of 
Douaia after the army stopped 
and then allowed an opposition 
march to go ahead. 

About 50.000 people chanting 
“Biya thief’ marched Sunday to a 
square where opposition leaders 
vowed the protest would continue 
until Biya resigns or holds a 
national conference. 

Biya, in power for nine years, 
has yielded to pressure to legalise 
opposition parties but continues 
to reject calls for a national con- 
ference. 

Signalling a hardline stance, 
Biya, 58. has appointed an army 
general to restore order in the 
restive Douaia area. 

The army intervened directly 
to try to stop the protesters mar- 
ching through the city's adminis- 
trative district. Opposition lead- 
ers said they were allowed to 
continue when they pledged the 
protest would remain peaceful. 

Spokesmen said they could not 
guarantee the campaign would 
remain peaceful and vowed to 
keep up the pressure on Biya. 

“If Biya does nor resign 
tonight, tomorrow he will,” 
screamed a militant opposition 
spokeswoman to wild applause. 

Many tired demonstrators were 
heading home in groups but most 
stayed in the city centre, promp- 
ting fears of unrest later. 


3a goyemmeM 

Frotest organisers have de- 
clared Monday a day of mourning ’ 
for people killed in clashes with 
security forces since the agitation 
for greater democracy began last 
year. 

Monday is also National Day 
buf opposition leaders called oh 
all Cameroonians to boycott the 
official programme and urged pa- 
rents to keep their children away 
from school parades. 

Taxi drivers were asked to stay 
at home and everybody was 
directed to wear clothes signify- 
ing mocming — white for Mus- 
lims and black for others. 

How such calls are obeyed 
will be seen as a real test of the 
power of the opposition alliance 
of 14 political parties. 

Teenage opposition militants 
vowed they will stop and set 
ablaze _ any taxis plying the 
streets after midnight. 

At least four people were killed 
in clashes between pro-democra- 
cy demonstrators and police 
Thursday. 

Many residents of Couala con- 
tinued stock-piling food and 
other consumer goods in anticipa- 
tion of a protracted shut-down of 
the city. Opposition spokesmen 
said the country will be “dead” 
from Tuesday until a national 
conference is called. 

Hie campaign is due to climax 
Friday when opposition leaders 
meet to fix a unilateral date for 
the start of a national conference, 
with or without Biya's sanction. 
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Drrefik-. • alent s'orms 

ki!!:r re.-rre rear. 73 psep-e and 
injures 1,CCC- :n Bar.giadesh as a 
U.S. .ssk force srepped up efforts 
ec rave millions made destitute by 
s catastrophic cyclone list month, 
effi rials said r.lcndiy. 

They said that cf 73 confirmed 
dead, at leas: 25 •-•ere killed when 
winds gust; r: p a: up to 120 raph 
U?0 krr.) pcur.ded "3ournadi and 

Agoiljhara r.reas in rite densely- 
popufatec :?as:ai district of 
i-arira 1 . Sunday n: zr.:. 

“Less 23 are ~rid= spread.” said 
c r.e o.Triak He said thousands of 
homes were .littered ar.d a break 
in power supply blacked out a 
■ zsi area. 

T:.z .Banjridesh irews Agency 
.375. care -l p;r rer.. o: he us as 
:r. : 70 psr ccn: z: crops ir: the 
, . sifsxsS a res* v.-ere icsti-oyed. 

! Thir.y-se-sn people were mis- 
sing reared drowned after two 
boats capsized in rainstorms Sun- 
day — ens ir. Narsingd: district 
near Dhaka atto another in the 
flood-stricken Sylhet area, police 
said. 

A U.S. task force of nearly 
7,000 f/?.arines, dozens of helicop- 
ters ar.d hovercraft arrived last 
■Wednesday :c ferry supplies to 
cyclone survivors, set up water 
purification plants and treat 
thousands of people with di- 
arrhoea! diseases. 

Information Secretary ivlanzur- 
E-i* 2 awi£ said Sunday the flood- 
ing hampered Operation Sea 
Angels which bad now extended 
relief work to the northeast. 

A U.S. Marine's Blackhawk 
heiiceprer lifted 2C‘ tonnes of 
fcoc. medicine and eicth from 
Dhaka to raaroor.ed people in 
Habiganj, Sunamganj, Moulviba- 
zar and Syii’.et districts Sunday. 

Syih-ri offi.ciai Abul Hashem 
said more cargo planes and heli- 
copters ware cue to fly to Sylhet, 
“The massive relief effort by 
the task force has brought new 
hopes to thousands of marooned 
people facing hunger, disease, 
snakes and pirates," he told Reu- 
ters by telephone Monday. 
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ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Croati ans have overwhelmingly 
endorsed sovereignty for the re- 
public, the second of Yugosla- 
via's six states to take that step. 

The Croatian referendum 
Commission announced early 
Monday that with 70 per cent of 
the vote counted more than 94 
per cent of Croats supported 
sovereignty. The vote also claims 
the republic's right to form 
alliarces with other secessionist 
Yugoslav states. 

Final results are expected 
Tuesday. 

Slovenia in December also 
voted for independence. Both re- 
publics favour transforming 
Yugoslavia into a loose federa- 
tion and have threatened to break 
away if they fail. 

It was not immediately clear 
what action will be taken by 
Croatia, which has been wracked 
by dashes between Croatian 
nationalists and ethnic Serbs who 
seek to join neighbouring Serbia. 

In Slovenia, wbere voters en- 
dorsed secession by 95 per cent, 
officials have taken steps to issue 
the republic’s own passports and 
currency. 

The ethnic and political dis- 
putes have blocked Croatia from 
taking over the eight-member 
federal presidency, crippling the 
cation's civilian leadership and 
raising fears of military interven- 
tion. 

The commission said about 80 
per cent of Croatia’s 3.65 million 
registered voters went to the 
oolls. but about 100,000 reg- 
istered ethnic Serbs boycotted the 
referendum. 

As he voted, Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman told the 
Associated Press that he thought 
Yugoslavia was finished as a uni- 
fied nation. 

"Serbia has already destroyed 
the foundations of Yugoslavia,” 
and an alliance of sovereign states 
is the only recourse, he said. 

"If that is not possible, then we 
will decide to secede and go our 
independent way,” he said. 

Communist-run Serbia and 
Croatia long have divided by 
rivalries and their current strug- 
gle is over Yugoslavia’s future. 
Serbia, the largest of the nation's 
six republics, wants a federation 
tightly controlled by a central 
government. 

The West has urged Yugoslavia 
to remain united. 

Meanwhile, the federal govern- 
ment of Premier Ante Markovic 
said Sunday it would “propose 
and undertake measures condu- 
cive to resolving” Yugoslavia’s 
political crisis, the Tan jug news 
agency reported. The report did 
not elaborate. 

The government has already 
formed a Severn- man “coordinat- 
ing committee” beaded by Mar- 
kovic to try to help end political 
disputes and ethnic strife. 

Meanwhile a newspaper re- 
ported Sunday that the U.S. gov- 
ernment has quietly suspended all 
economic assistance to Yugosla- 
via, including support for loans 
and credits from international 
financial institutions. 


Aquino confident senate 
will pass bases treaty 


MANILA (AP) — President. 
Corazon Aquino said Monday 
she was confident the Philippine 
Senate would approve any new 
agreement her administration 
readied on extending die stay of 
U.S. military bases. 

Mrs. Aquino's statement fol- 
lowed a three-hoUr meeting 
Saturday with U.S. ambassador 
Nicholas Piatt, after which both 
tides reported substantial prog- 
ress toward a new accord. 

Any new agreement most be 
ratified by two-thirds of the 23- 
member Senate, where there is 
strong opposition to the bases. 
The current bases agreement ex- 
pires in September. 

“I am confident that a treaty 
that will be acceptable to me and 
to our negotiators will have a fair 
chance of passing the Senate scru- 
tiny,” Mrs. Aquino said in a 
statement. “I believe that such a 
treaty would have the endorse- 
ment of the people.” 


The sixth round of the year-old 
negotiations ended here early this 
month without agreement on how 
much .tire United States most 
pay -and 1 how long the Americans 
can stay at Subic Bay Naval Base 
and Clark Air Base. 

The two bases are the among 
die hugest and oldest U.S. over- 
seas faculties. 

The Philippines has demanded 
$825 million in yearly rental for 
the bases for seven years, $400 
million in cash and the rest in 
debt reduction and access to the 
U.S. market. 

The United States has offered 
an antraal36Q million for a 10- to 
12-year extension. 

On Saturday, Platt- said the 
talks were “moving forward” af- 
ter the two tides “achieved a 
measure of progress in under- 
standing each other’s position 
regarding compensation and 
duration. 


Slain South Korean 
student buried in Kwangju 


KWANGJU (AP) — A student 
slam by police was buried Mon- 
day and another protester ho- 
vered near death as the govern- 
ment of President Roh Tae-Woo 
laboured to defuse the political 
crisis. 

Roh was meeting with top 
advisers, apparently to discuss 
measures aimed at alleviating 
tensions, the presidential office 
said. News reports said a cabinet 
shakeup involving the prime 
minister was imminent. 

Prosecutors launched a dragnet 
Monday to arrest 150 student and 
dissident leaders for alleged in- 
stigation of violent nationwide 
protests. About 500 protesters 
sought sanctuary in Seoul’s 
Myongdong Cathedral, and riot 
police sealed off the Catholic 
Church. 

“Subversive forces are trying to 
deter and go against the current 
changes in the world," Prime 
Minister ■ Ro Jai-Bong told a 
meeting of businessmen. The 
government must “isolate these 
forces trying to thwart democra- 
cy,” he said. 

Asked if he had submitted his 
resignation as demanded by pro- 
testers, Ro reportedly told the 
group only that l T am just doing 
my best" 

In Kwangju, 262 kilometres 
(163 miles) south of Seoul, the 
student slain by police was buried 


at a martyr's cemetery in rites the 
government hoped would symbo- 
lically end the most serious anti- 
government protests hi four 
years. 

But reports of another protes- 
ter critically injured in fighting 
Monday in Kwangju raised the 
spectre of more outbursts . 

Since 20-yeare-old Kang 
Kyung-Dae was slain on April 26 
in Seoul, eight people have get 
themselves on fire to protest his 
death and six have (tied. Their 
actions have shocked Koreans. 

Anti-government rallies, many 
of them violent, have been held 
in more than 75 cities. 

Roh fired a cabinet minister in 
charge of police and five riot 
policemen have been charged in 
the student’s fatal beating. 

But critics say it’s not enough. 
Tens of thousands of dissidents, 
students, workers and opposition 
politicians have participated in 
rallies, street marches and de- 
monstrations demanding that 
Roh fire the cabinet and make 
sweeping political and economic 
reforms. 

Dissidents said uniformed riot 
policemen beat and critically in- 
jured a protester in a clash before 
dawn Monday. Kwangju’s Chon- 
Dam University Hospital con- 
firmed that a man was near death 
from an apparent beating. 


South Africa relents 
partly on land restitution 


CAPE TOWN (R)— South Afri- 
ca's government, reforming apar- 
theid land laws, said on Monday 
it would return at least some 
property taken from blacks and 
would legislate against discri- 
mination. 

In a dimbdown from Presklent 
F.W. De Klerk’s original rejec- 
tion of restitution for apartheid 
wrongs. Planning Minister Her- 
nus Kriel said the government 
proposed to set up an all-party 
commission to adjudicate land 
claims. 

“The government is not in- 
sensitive to foe cause of people or 
communities who were possibly 
disadvantaged in foe past and is 
therefore prepared to establish an 
advisory commission in this re- 
gard," Kriel told a news confer- 
ence. • , 

He also announced a softening 
of measures to protect standards 
in white areas that will be opened 
to all races when the bills are 
passed in parliament, probably 
within the next six weeks. 

He said white owners of private 
land would still be allowed to 
reject black tenants, but “no local 
authority or group of people will 
be able to make racially based 
by-laws." 


This is only the second time the 
government has agreed to outlaw 
a specific form of race discrimina- 
tion by private citizens. The other 
was a ban on racial clauses in 
land-sale contracts passed by par- 
liament earlier this year. 

Ruling National Party member 
Piet Marais, chairman of the Par- 
liamentary Land Committee, said 
the new proposals were drawn up 
in consultation with a range of 
groups and individuals. 

He said the land commission of 
the anti-apartheid African 
National Congress (ANC) made 
written and oral submissions and 
white supremacists were also 
heard. 

“I dunk I can say we were 
more than fair in the time we 
allocated to right-wing views,” 
Marais said. 

He did not say whether the 
ANC or right-wingers approved 
the proposals which partly re- 
place a controversial package of 
five draft laws published earlier 
this year. 

The bills were introduced to 
fell one of foe most important 
remaining pillars of apartheid — 
legislation reserving 87 per cent 
of South Africa’s land for the 
white minority. 
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in control of gem-mining centre 


PA: LIN. Cambodia (R) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas are firm- 
ly :n control of the western 
Cambodian town of ?ail;n despite 
repeated attempts cy the Phnom 
Penh government tc drive them 
out and regain control of its ruby 
and sapphire mines. 

“J’m very pleased we were 3b Je 
tc defend Pailin in foe past dry 
season because the enemy have 
been trying very hard to recap- 
fore it.” said Lieutenant-General 
Ee Chien, foe Khmer Rouge field 
commander in charge of foe area. 

War was not far away during 
the first visit by a foreign reporter 
since foe Chinese-backed guerril- 
las captured Pailin. which lies 30 
kilometres from the Thai border, 
in October 1989 as part of their 
long-running struggle against 
Phnom Penh forces. 

Artillery shelling could be 
heard in the distance even though 
a ceasefire between foe rival 
armies was supposed to be in 
effect. 

Pailin’s importance lies in foe 
gem mines scattered across foe 


surrounding area. 

The Khmer Rouge have filled 
their war chest with concession 
fees demanded from the 
thousands of Thai gem miners 
who risk rampant malaria and 
war to cross the border and seek 
their fortune. 

But the so-called guerrilla 
capital does not look too 
prosperous. 

The centre is deserted except 
for soldiers and cows, its concrete 
buildings mostly ruined by war 
and neglect, its roads overgrown 
with weeds. 

The local cinema has not 
shown a film for years. 

On the outskirts there are more 
signs of life. Poor peasants mov- 
ing back into Cambodia from 
Khmer Rouge camps in Thailand 
were erecting wood and thatch 
houses along foe road leading to 
foe Thai border. 

The Phnom Penh government 
has said several times that troops 
advancing from the garrison city 
of Battambang has recaptured 
Pailin. 


“They regard Pailin as their 
main military and diplomatic 
objective ” foe general said. 

The Khmer Rouge used 10 
'Soviet tanks captured from 
Phnom Penh forces to defend 
Pailin, be said, adding that guer- 
rilla warfare was still their main 
tactic. 

“The fighting was very 
fierce,” he said. “The Viet- 
namese were using tanks and 
helicopter gunships much more 
than in the past.” 

The Khmer Rouge always refer 
to their enemy as Vietnamese 
despite the official withdrawal of 
Hanoi’s troops in September, 
1989, 10 years after they ousted 
the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot 
and set up foe present Phnom 
Penh government. 

The guerrillas now claim to 
have changed their political phi- 
losophy from foe days when tbeir 
fanatical rale in the mid-1970s 
oversaw the deaths of at least one 
million Cambodians. 

' “I can tell you ail of us soldiers, 
cadres, officers and leaders, in- 


cluding Pol Pot, believe in a 
liberal democracy with a multi- 
party system and free market,” 
said Mak Bern, a political aide 
to Khmer Rouge nominal eader 
Khieu Saraphan. 

He dismissed a recent report by 
foe Amnesty International hu- 
man rights organisation that said 
30 Khmer Rouge members who 
had advocated just such reforms 
were killed in an internal purge 
last year. 

None of foe officials expressed 
much faith in the voluntary cease- 
fire that began on May 1 at the 
urging of the United Nations. 

Nor did they expect any break- 
through when the two sides meet 
at the negotiating table in Jakarta 
next month. 

The Khmer Rouge leadership 
Saturday set a deadline of June 5 
for Phnom Penh to agree to a 
United nations peace plan. 

That plan, Phnom Penh says, 
exposes it to the threat of Khmer 
Rouge treachery and will hand 
the guerrillas a victory they have 
so far been unable to achieve . 
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Empire State 
is for sale 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Empire State , BufldSng is for 
sate. But even if you can come 
up with the money, don’t bother 
o a fling foe movers for a while. A 
oomplex lease agreement will 
prevent foe new owner from 
taking control of the. property 
until 2076, the New York Times 
newspaper bos reported.' The 
102-storey building’s current 
owner, Prudential Life Insur- . 
ance Company , of America, has 
set a sale price of $45. milli on to 
$50 nrilHon, foe Times saifo Now 
that foe company has gotten 
back all it invested and the tax 
~ benefits have been cribaxisteck it 
has decided to sell, foe Times 
said. The Empire State Building 
opened in 1931 and for four 
decades was the tallest bmkfing 
in foe world. Although Pruden- 
tial owns foe 1,451-foot (435- 
metre) skyscraper and foe land 
beneath it, the property is con 1 
trolled by- two partnerships of 
New York City. Teal estate invesr 
tore who pay Prudential a ; fixed 
yearly fee of about $3.4 mOHbn 

Champion Ice 
dancer marries 
choreographer 

AYLMER, Quebec (AP) — 
World champion ice dancer 
Isabelle Duchesnay and Christ- 
opher Dean, her choreographer 
since 1987, were married in 
Dnchesnay’s hometown. A 
bright, cloudless spring day pro- 
vided foe 'backdrop as Duches- 
nay, 27, now of. Oberstdorf, Ger- 
many, and Dean, 32, of Notting- 
ham, England, exchanged vows 
at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic 
Church. Aylmer police estimate 
the crowd outside the church had 
swelled into the thousands by the 
time the bride’s car arrived. 
Many waved French flags or foe 
Union Jack. After the ceremony, 
Isabelle said she ws toadied fry the 
turnout “I just want to tell them 
all thank you,” she said from foe 
Rolls Royce that whisked the 
couple to a private- reception at a 
nearby hotel. “I flunk they’re 
wonderful.” Winning the world 
chaxnpronshipjn March has made 
Isabelle and her brother Paul 
heroes in France, the country 
they represent in figure skating. 
They plan to end their amateur 
careers after foe 1992 world 
championship. Dean and former 
partner Jayne Torvill were world 
and Olympic dance champions m 
the 1980s. The bride's wedding 
dress, provided by Nina Ricci of 
Paris, was an original valued at 
more than $10,000. A 40-person 
choir sang hymns during the tra- 
ditional Roman Catholic cere- 
mony. “It was a beautiful wed- 
ding," said Panl Duchesnay. 
“Isabelle is feeling great. And 
Tin feeling very, veiy happy." 

Free trip for air 
travellers stranded 
by computer fault 

PARIS (R) — France’s domestic 
airline Air Inter offered free 
round trips to 1,200 passengers 
stranded by a computer fault 
overnight at Paris’s Orly Airport. 
Air Inter President Jean-Cyrfl 
Spinetta said a faulty computer 
blocked evening flight plans and 
air traffic control refrised to lift a 
ban on flying after midnight. The 
airline could only And a few 
dozen hotel rooms aqd hundreds 
of travellers spent the night in the 
terminal until flights resumed in- 
foe morning. Spinetta said Air 
Inter was not responsible for the 
fault but offered its passengers 
free flights to make up for the 
inconvenience. 

Endangered animals 
found in 
Thailand raids 

BANGKOK (R) — Myna birds, 
spotted cats, nicobar pigeons, In- 
dian hanging parakeets, monitor 
lizards and Indochinese water 
dragons have been rescued m a 
raid on two farms on the outskirts 
of Bangkok. More than 200 anim- 
als from endangered species pro- 
tected by Internationa] conven- 
tions were taken in the raid, 
police and wildlife officials told 
reporters. Two people were 
arrested and charged with break- 
ing regulations governing the 
animal trade. Environmentalists 
have condemned Thailand for its 
middleman trade in wild animals. 
Thailand’s laws only bar trading 
m animals that are indigenous 
and a vigorous business has 
grown up that exports animal* 
from nearby countries. The Thai 
government has intensified action 
against the trade since the 110 
member nations of the conven- 
tion on international trade in 
endangered species began a 

boycott of Thai orchids earlier 
this month. 



